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3 Ar Book OY preface, the” ne? _ 77 
Is like a horſe withoyt/a head; 


Or, like a king without a crown; is N 


| Or, like lord-mayor without his gon; 

Or, like a judge without his wig - 
Et cetera not worth a fig. | 
Or, like a P— without a tongue; 52998 
Or, like a harp, or lute, unſtrung; 5 4 
. -Jor, like the ſtage without a David. 
Tho? he's a fool—as fools will have it. - 
Or like, in ſhort, whateer you pleaſe, | 
Like all, or any one of theſe; EE, 
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1 PREFACE. 


Not worth a thought, not worth regarding, 
Not worth a groat, not worth a king. 


* * , * JR 20 > 


Well—ſince a preface thou doſt 3 


A preface, reader, thou ſhalt have 


But tis no matter, 1 ſuppoſe, 5 
Whether it be in verſe, or proſe. 
It happens of the former ſort, 


Becauſe I'm in the humour for't: | 
And when a poet takes a fit. 


Caus'd by redundancy of wit, ze 


He muſt evacuate, whether, on no, 
Tis to the ſubject 4 propos... 


Or, like ſulphureous matter peut, 
His brain t . er lack of vent. 


ut, | 


PREFACE. L 
Bur, leſt the critic tribe ſhould . BO 


Like Bayes's prologue to his pla, 
Our preface might as well be took 


| And ftitch'd to any other book, 3 


I now proceed, with Proper pains, 
To tell you what the work contains; 


And like an author, or his man, 
In proem to diſplay my plan. 


Know ha kind "TOY that this volume . 


Is juſt a monumental column, 


High as a houſe, or church, or higher, 


And thus inſcrib'd—teware of fire. 
Or tis a ſea· mark on a hill; 


Or Pliouth e, if you will. 
Or 


Or *tis a lanthorn on a pole, 
To ſhew the coachmen where's the hole, 
Or, ad example to exhibit, 
1 It i is, in wort, it is s bj, a 


Ls 


1 And, which 1 moſt have cauſe to rue, 


* Alas! the ſtory is, as goſpel, true. 
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DEAR Fareny, 5 5m 2 | 
IN'T wonder : at t your curiofity 


* 


ir), married EEG really Ine” It is, in 
one of the moſt extraordin 
ever happened, and ar- 


mY * 
8 5 
; * 


"Stn and contrivance on the 
part of his ſeducer, chat unleſs you 
are firmly perſuaded of my veracity, 
you will hardly credit one half of what i 
I am about to relate. Nevertheleſs, 
how romantic ſoever it may appear, 
the whole ſtory i is, alas! but too true: 
not indeed in the manner commonly 
reported, but exactly as you will find 
it in the following narrative. 
Since I received your letter, I have, 
from memory, ſketched out the entire 
_hiſtory, leſt, any. material circumſtance 
ſhould. eſcape me; and I. ſhall finiſn 
the picture in my letters as I proceed; - 
1 fay. letters, for it will be impoſſible to 
crowd ſuch a ſtrange variety of events 
into one epiſtle 3, eſpecially as I have 
: not man Leiſure hours. at a time. My- 
- i | deſign, 


_ 
8 = % 1 
* * 4 — 45 


„ ͤ - 

deſign, therefore, is to give you one 
half ſheet every poſt, till I have told 
my whole ſtory. What number of 
theſe it will require, the Lord knows. 
I have provided myſelf with a quantity 
of franks for the purpoſe, and fo I be- 
gin. But firſt, you know, I always: 
write in a hurry, and therefore you will 
not be ſurprized if I ſhould not con- 
ſtantly expreſs myſelf with the accuracy 
and elegance of our modern romance 
writers: but to the purpoſe. | 


It happened one fatal evening, that 
Mr. E x was ſent to the poſt-office- 
in Lombard: ſtreet with letters, which 
he had no ſooner delivered, than he 
obſerved a female of a very ſtriking 
and ſingular appearance, who ſeemed 
quite out of her element, and under 

TM | B 5 | b ſome _ 


41 
ſome viſible uneaſineſs. Her figure was 
peculiarly graceful, and her dreſs be- 
ſpoke her far above the rank of thoſe 
ladies which a man might expect to 
find alone in the ſtreets of this me- 
tropolis at that hour. He gazed 
upon her for ſome time with great 
aſtoniſhment. At laſt, excited by a 
very natural curioſity, or by ſome other 

motive, he ventured to approach and 
accoſt her. He told her that there was 
fomething . ſo extraordinary in the ap- 
pearance of ſuch a lady, in ſuch a place, 
and without attendants, that he could 
not help enquiring into the cauſe of ſo 
wonderful a phenomenon, and at the 
fame time, offering his ſervice, as far 
as it might be in his power to aſſiſt 


* 
„ * 
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f 3 } 


The lady fighed, and very politely 


chanked him for his kind offer, but 


told him, that though ſhe laboured 


under a preſent difficulty, yet as he was 


an entire ſtranger, the muſt e to > be 


excuſed. 


This aue ſerved 3 wo Actos 


NDS Ra or ey; call it which 


you pleaſe, he redoubled his ſolicita- 
tions, and proteſted, he had no view 
bur to be of real ſervice to her ; that 


i though he had not the happineſs to be 


known to her, if ſhe would but honour 
him with her confidence, ſhe would 


find him a man of ſtrict honour. He 
mentioned the danger and impropriety | 


of a lady of her appearance walking 


the ſtreets alone, and very politely 


I „ 


| ; [6 27 
told her, that . he deſired, was to be 
permitted to conduct ber ſafe to her 
e = | 


The 45 3 for ſome time, ond 
ids as if heſitating whether to ac- 
cept his offer or not. But my paper 
being full, I muſt conclude, for the 

— W. a you that I am, 
0 Ge. | 


* 


* 7 1 

1 E T T E R u. 

GREEABLE to your 34968 
A I began my account of our friend 
E. —'s affair, by the laſt poſt, and, at 
the ſame time, promiſed to continue 
my relation, without intermiſſion, till I 
bring you to the fatal cataſtrophe. As, 
to the beſt of my remembrance, every 
tittle of this ſeeming romance is literally 
true, you have my liberty to read my 
letters to ſuch of our\friends and ac- 


quaintance to whom you think they wil 
afford entertainment. 


* 


1 * 
"4 
C1 


We left our Kirdfine' in a- ſtate 507 ap- 
parent heſitation, whether ſhe had beſt 
permit the ſtranger to attend her Rome. 
She, at length, vouchſafed to rephy in 

| . to the following effect: . Vo 


8 Os 4: © ſeem, 


1 60 


* ſeem, Sir, to be a gentleman, and 


very. poſſibly may have no other de- 
ſign than that which you have pro- 
« feſſed; but, in this dangerous eity, 
10 perſons of my age and ſex cannot 
<« be too careful whom they. truſt. 1 


| << own, that if you were at all known | 
to me, I ſhould have thought, may 


6 extremely fortunate in meeting you 


: < at this time, and ſhould have made - 
*; no ſeruple to have put myſelf under 


your protection; but as you are an 


« abſolute ſtranger to me, I beg you 


< will be ſo obliging as to leave me to 


« myſelf. I hope it will not be long 
e before 10 ſervant returns“ 


* 2 F - 
a 3 2 
— 77 2 * 


were. now- offered with. Aebi in im- 
portunity. He 3 if ſhe would 


£* 111301 2 4 * . not 


< Þ 


191 
not permit him to attend her, to give 
him leave to procure her a coach, or 
tao go in queſt of her ſervant. To find 
her ſervant, ſhe ſaid, would be im- 
poſſible, for he had ſtayed io long, ſhe 
began to be apprehenſive that, being 
little acquainted with the town, tlie 
fellow had loſt himſelf, which indeed 
was the principal cauſe: of her preſent 
uneaſineſs, as without him ſhe feared 
ſhe ſhould: hardly be! le to ebe, 
nee een e 
: «1 am FRY Madam, you « oc 
* expreſs any uneaſineſs on that ac- | 
count, when I have offered to con 
_« gut yon ſafe home: IS there any 
(ching in my appearance that gives 
du cauſe to ſuſpect me? Do 1 Took 
e of treating you 
«with 


f 10 5 
* uh diſreſpect? I give you my ho: 
84 nour, Madam, that I have no other 
intention than to protect you from 
« inſult; and, if you inſiſt upon it, if 
* you have any reaſon to conceal your 
name and rank, I will never avail 
“e myſelf of this trifling ſervice, : or en- 
* deavour to intrude into your farther 


"6, RI 


1:46 This l pronounced with that 
nir of ſincerity ſo natural to our friend 
Wo, produced the following an- 
ſwer,” Well, Sir, you ſpeak: ſo like | 
* man of honour, and there ſeems 
0h PT ſo little probability of my ſer- 
* yant's return, that I am reſolved to 
« « accept your kind offer. Tou will 
e be ſurprized when I tell you; that 
2 PT I lodgings are at the Blue 
<« Boar 


+ J 


* 


£2 A) 8 


j 
E 
4 
1 
F 


fer 


& Boarin White: Chapel; but your finds 


66 prize would vaniſh if you were in- 


formed by what ſtrange fatality 1 


* e 888 N to take this 


80 hog; with the graceful fa- 


miliarity of a woman of quality, ſhe 


leant upon his arm, and they began 


their march towards White Chapel. 
They had proceeded but a little way, 
before the lady expreſſed her deſire to 


know who the perſon was to whom ſhe 


owed this obligation, as poſſibly ſhe 
might find ſome future opportunity of 
ſhewing her gratitude. He told her, 
very frankly, that his name was E——x, 55 
and that he was clerk to a banker in 
Lombard - ſtreet, adding, that he hoped, 
4 return, ſhe would not ſcruple to give 


him 


Tr) 
— coin 


beret, 


45 dir ſhe faid, I am not at al! 


6« ſurprized at your curioſity. 1 M 


<« appearance, and the place where I 


lodge, are ſo little of a piece, that 
Al I can tell you at preſent is, that 


I have juſt eſcaped from my father-s 
houſe to avoid being forced into a 


1 


« gbſcure part of the town as the leaſt 
«Hkely to be ſearched by thoſe which 
are by this time ſent after me. 


1 have no mote room, and therefor | 


ee, e 


* 


* 
* 


LET: 


1131 
LETTER WL 


Y recurring to my laſt letter, you 
| will find it concludes with the 
lady? 8 plauſible reafon for lodging at 
the Blue Boar, which, as poſſibly you 
may not remember it, I muſt tell you, 
is a common carriers inn, and like moſt 
of the inns in this metropolis, affords 
very uncouth entertainment for a lady 
of quality. But her principal deſign 
being to elude the vigilance of her fa- 
ther, her lodging in this houſe was 
certainly well imagined. She had ſent 
her ſervant, ſne faid, , upon particular 
buſineſs, and was tertibly apprehenfive 


leſt ſome misfortune had befallen him. 


Being now come to the lady's pro- 
ur e Mr. Ex enter- 
8 1 
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1 
tained ſome little glimmering of hope 
that ſhe would permit him to attend 
her beyond the out- gate of the inn; 
but ſhe prevented any ſolicitation of 
that kind, by a very polite apology. It 
was now too late, ſhe ſaid, to aſk him . 

to walk in; but that, if he ſhould 
think it worth his while, ſhe had' no 
5 objection to his viſit any other time. 
The gate opened. She thanked Mr. ; 
E—v for his civility, and with a 
mile of grateful affability, and an in- 
| chanting air of dignity and graceful- ö 
neſs, ſne retired. The gate cloſed, and 
like an intervening cloud, hid the god- 
| deſs from bis fight. 


Lou have ſeen an actor on the ſtage 


after an apparition has deſcended thro'ꝰ 


the en You have read of people 
5 5 . 


1 
gazing after thoſe that have aſcended 
into heaven. From ſome of theſe you 
may be able to form an idea of Mr. 
E —x's attitude when our heroine 
vaniſhed. But however, the air being 
rather cool, it was not long before he 
recovered from his amazement. He 
recollected that the night was far ad- 
vanced, and that he was a conſiderable 
diſtance from home. Home ward there- 
fore he ſteared, revolving, as he went, 
his extraordinary adventure with 1 
fair 1 nn | 
5 ith may not be improper, in this place, 
to give you ſome deſcription of her 
perſon. As to height, ſhe is rather 
above the common ſize of women; 
ſlender, and remarkably genteel; her 
1 rather delicate than bloom- 


ing; 


——_ VT * 
. 5 " YO mary vi 
> z * 
v4 
* * 


Tis] 
ing; ker eyes not ſparkling, but full of 
ſoft expreſſion. She is, indeed, ſome- 


appears ſomething fo ſenſibly accom- 


 pliſhed and engaging in her behaviour; | 


that one: does. not with ker to n 


"44 — ts TL STO 


F 


in ſuppoſing, that our young banker 


Was, in ſome degree, ſmitten at this 
firſt interview; though his own opinion 
of the matter is, that ſne had not made 


the leaſt impreſſion upon his heart, and 
that he wiſhed to ſee her again merely 


to gratify his curioſity. Be that as it 


| may, nothing can be more certain than 
chat ſhe had impreſt her image, at 


leaft, upon his brain: he ſaw her in his 


Ss, and -mben make, the ge 


COn- 


4+ Q vv. + + Þ =} 
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| chunt in his imagination. Time 
ſeemed to move on leaden pinions till 
the following evening, when he intend- 


ed to uſe the liberty ſhe had given him 


| of Paying her a Wit. 


The evening came, 8 buſineſs be⸗ 


ing over, Mr. E —x, with eager ſtride, 
poſted away to the Blue Boar. He en- 
quired for the lady, ſpoke with her ſer- 
vant, ſent up his name, and was imme- 


diately admitted to her preſence. She 
received him moſt graciouſly, and with 
a condeſcending ſmile, aſked him to fit 
down. Mr. E-—x,” ſhe ſaid, I 
thought myſelf ſo vaſtly obliged to 


“you for your care of me laſt night, 


that I could not in conſcience refuſe 
e to ſee you again, though, in my pre- 
* ſent ſituation, i it is of infinite impor- 


„„ c tance. 


(8), 

< tance to me that I ſhould remain 
ce unknown; therefore, I cannot be too 
« early in making you promiſe, upon 
« your honour, that you will not open 
% your lips to any ſoul living, not evert 
e to your moſt intimate acquaintance, 
4 concerning what you already know, 
cc or what I may poſſibly reveal to you.” 
hut here's an end of my oe; and 
Ka neu. 


Ov | © ED ee ne 
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LETTER IV. 


OU will remember, that I cloſed .. 
my laſt with the lady's reception 
of Mr. EN upon his firſt viſit at | 
the Blue Boar, and with her inſtantly 
inſiſting upon an inviolable promiſe of 
ſecrecy, than which nothing could be 
more neceſſary or more natural in her 


ſituation, You will eafily ſuppoſe that 
our friend E—-—y gave her the moſt 
_ poſitive aſſurance, that he would ſuffer 


death rather than betray her, or divulge 


either what ſhe had already told him, my 


any thing which ſhe might have the 
goodneſs to communicate. She replied, 
that there was ſomething ſo evidently 
ſincere in his manner, that indeed the 
was under no apprehenſions on chat ac- 

C 2 count, 


L 20] | 
count, Nevertheleſs, Sir,” ſhe ſaid, 
you know one cannot be too cautious | 
e in matters of great importance. My 
Rh father, though a very humane and 
< oo0d-natured man, is extremely pal- 
e ſionate and poſitive. I have great 
e reaſon to fear that, if I had not made 
% my eſcape the moment I did, he 
would have killed me: and yet, in ge- 
ee neral, there is not a more reaſonable 
« man upon earth; nor do 1 believe 
< there is any thing in the world to 
„which, in time, I could not perſuade 
* him. I know that I am as dear to 
him as his own foul, and that he is, 
< at this inſtant, compleatly unhappy. 
Poor dear man!” She drew her 
handkerchief from her pocket and held 
it to her eyes, leaning her head back 
upon 


1 21 ] 
upon her chair, and her fwelling breaſt 
WE with ws 


| | Who can bear the ſight of 33 
beauty without emotion? Poor E 5 
was ſo entirely overcome, that I verily 
believe he would actually have blub- 


bered out his ſympathetic tears, if the 
| idea of the poſſible quality of the 


perſon in whoſe preſence he fat, had 
not reſtrained their impetuoſity. He 
alſo applied his handkerchief to his 
face, and ſo they continued about five 
minutes in mute and mutual affliction. 


Poſt imbris fol, ſay the Latins, which 
being interpreted (as you may poſſibly 


hhave forgot that language), is as much 


as to ſay, after rain comes ſunſhine, or after 
rain fair weather, or after darkneſs light, 
„„ or 


ET 
[ 22 1 | 
or ah thing you pleaſe to the fame. 


purpoſe. The clouds were now with- 
drawn, and the two luminaries which 


they had concealed, mutually glimmer- 
ed at each other: or, in plainer Engliſh, 
they put their handkerchiefs in their 
pockets, and their red ſwollen eyes 
diſcovered to each other che reality of 
their tears. 


50 The lady now broke ſilence in theſe 
words, or in words of the ſame pur- 
port. You certainly muſt have great 
„ goodneſs of heart thus to ſympathize 
in the affliction of a mere ſtranger; 
but you cannot wonder that I am 
thus affected when I reflect on the 
<< preſent miſery of one of the beſt of 
-« fathers, and that I am the unhappy 
* cauſe. YetTcall heaven to witneſs, 

5 * that, 


. 31 


* that, exce pt mar | rying contr al J to 


my inclination, there is no one thing 
<« on earth which I would not do to 


« give him pleaſure ! Don't you think 
55 it, Mr. E. 
* in parents to endeavour to force 
s their children in an affair which muſt 
2 determine the happineſs or miſery of 
* their whole lives? 1 aſſure you, that 


x, a moſt cruel thing 


<« J even endeavoured all in my power, 
< to like the perſon to whom he would 


have married me; but notwithſtand- 
In ing! his fortune and quality, 1 in which 


ce reſpects he is inferior to few people 


* the kingdom, I could not, for my 
< life, get the better of my averſion. 
Thank heaven, I have an indepen- 


< dent fortune, and I am determined 


never to marry any man that I do 


C4 c not 


L 24.1 5 
e not love, be his fortune or quality _ 
<< ever ſo great.” oe 


Mr. . --N was intirely of her opi- 
nion, thought her quite in the right, 
admired her good ſenſe and aſtoniſhing 
volubility of tongue, and during his 
whole viſit was ſo charmed with her 
converſation, that he was fully con- 
vinced ſhe was the moſt engaging wo- 
man he had ever converſed with, 


Nothing more material paſt | that 
evening. Mr. E------x, fearing leſt he 
ſhould intrude too long upon her con- 
deſcenſion, thanked her with great hu- 

mility, for having permitted him to 
*  vitit her, and took his leave. As he 
was going out of the room, ſhe told 
hum, that his viſit had been extremely 
| | agree- 


SY a= > 
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agreeable to her, and that ſo long as 
ſhe was obliged to continue in that 


place, ſhe ſhould be glad to ſee him | 
as often as he might have leiſure.— 
Adieu. —— 


( 26 ] 
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R. E. did not fail to a 
his viſit the next evening. She 
received him as before, with great po- 
liteneſs, and after a ſhort converſation 
on matters of indifference, ſhe told 
him, ſhe was ſo well aſſured of his 
prudence and honour, that ſhe had 
determined with herſelf to tell him 
who ſhe was. You muſt be ſen- 
tc ſible, Sir,” ſhe ſaid, © that in telling 
6 you who I am, I intruſt you with a 
= ſecret of vaſt importance, as I ſhall 
put it in your power to diſcover my 
place of concealment to my rela- 
* tions, who, I have this day learnt, 
* are ſearching for me in every part 
* of the kingdom. But I have con- 
** ceived too great a friendſhip for 
40 you 
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& you, to be afraid of putting myſelf 


© 1n your power, and therefore, with- 
out farther preface, I will inform 
„% you, that my name is CaroLing 
% BooTHasy, and that I am the ſole 


« heireſs of that noble family; but 


- & what is more material, I am now in 


« actual poſſeſſion of an eſtate of eight 
ce thouſand pounds a year, and. have 


< thirty thouſand pounds South-Sea 


« ſtock, which was left me by a young 
<* nobleman, a diſtant relation, to whom 
% I was to have been married. Yet 


* notwithſtanding theſe actual poſſeſ- 


&« ſons, you men are ſuch tyrants, 
& and have aſſumed ſuch an abſolute 


* authority over us poor weak women, 


< that you ſee I am obliged to con- 
« ceal myſelf, in this ſtrange manner, 


“ to avoid being forced to marry con- 


85 aur 
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« trary to my inclinations. Not that 
J am ſuch a prude, Mr. E------x, 
4 as to pretend that it is from any 
«& ridiculous averſion to the matrimo- 
< nial ſtate; on the contrary, I am of 
« opinion, that this world affords no 
6 felicity equal to the union of two 
ee hearts of ſimilar texture; but alas! 
< how rare are examples of this na- 
< ture, eſpecially amongſt people of 
quality. I declare to you, upon my 
e Honour, that I do not know any one 
c nobleman of all my acquaintance 
„hom I would marry. They are 
* educated in ſuch a ſtrange manner, 
« and are fo totally ruined, both in 
% morals and conſtitution, even before 
1M they are men, that a thinking wo- 
* man can never expect to be happy 
18 with 835 of — A girl of a good 
5 family 


i} 


12 ] 
« family and a ſmall fortune might 
& indeed. be induced to ſacrifice” her 


A. 


perſon for the ſake of certain advan- 


„ tages with which girls are generally 


<« captivated ; but what ſhould hinder 


me who am poſſeſſed of an ample 
“ independent fortune, from follow- 


« ing the dictates of reaſon in the moſt 
6 material action of my life. I am de- 
* termined, if ever I marry, to chuſe, 
« to the beſt of my knowlege and 


judgment, a man of virtuous prin- 


e ciples, with a tender ſympathizing 


4 heart, and who has had the advan- 


te tage of being educated at a diſtance 
« from people in high life. You, my 
« good friend, have had that advantage, 
“ and if you were as well acquainted 
e with people of quality as I am, you 
8 would rejoice that providence had 

| „ on 
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«-bleſt you with a virtuous education: 


Not but riches are real bleſſings to 
« ſenſible people, but they ſeldom 


prove ſo to thoſe who are born to 
inherit them.” 


Our friend E. -W liſtened to this 
muſical and philoſophical harangue with 


uncommon attention, and from certain 


of hope which, till now, he had never 
preſumed to encourage. He ventured 


to draw his chair a little nearer to 
that of the lady, and was ſeveral times 
tempted to give her ſome intimation 
of his paſſion, which, by this time, was 
grown exceſſive; but the recollection 


of the „ ee eee them 


in point of rank and f , ſealed 


Land > hoof. 3 — 


di u His eyes, ee mn the 
dictates 


48 1 ] 
dictates of his heart, which, to a lady 


of her penetration, Was A language 


ſufficiently intelligible, He obtaingd 
leave to wait on her the following 
evening, and then wiſhed her a good 
night. I wiſh you the fame, and am, 
&c, „ 


L E T. 


[ 22 


"LETTER, vr. 


OW though Mr. E 1 
have ſome reaſon to flatter him- 
felf that he was not diſagreeable to 
lady CAROLIN E BooTasy, yet when he 
came to reflect on the improbability of 
a lady of her fortune and family de- 
meaning herſelf ſo far as to marry a 
banker's clerk, his hopes vaniſhed like 
a dream. But at all events he reſolved 
to purſue the adventure; and indeed 
he was now ſo compleatly enamoured, 
that if he had believed her to be much 
his inferior in point of fortune, I que- 
ſtion whether he would have been able 
to diſcontinue his viſits. 


No ſooner night began to ſpread 15 
able wings over This important iſland, 


than 


Lan 
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than our young Quixote repaired to 
the inchanted caſtle (vulgarly called 
the Blue Boar), which had the honour 


to contain his Dulcinea. He found 
her attired in a moſt becoming diſhabil, 


| ſeated in an eaſy chair; and penſively 

| leaning upon her arm. He no ſooner 

entered: the room, than he flew. towards 

her with great eagerneſs, and expreſt 
his apprehenſions of her indiſpoſition 


with unfeigned tenderneſs. : But ſhe 


diſpelled his fears by telling him, that 
it was nothing more than a little ſink- 


ing of her ſpirits, which ſhe believed 
to be the natural confequence of a 
folitude to which ſhe was unaccuſtom- 
ed; adding, that ſhe did not doubt 
bur his good Oy would Oe: re- 


8 met bo 
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Before I proceed, it will be proper 
to inform you, that our hero, from a 
diffidence of his reſolution, had very 
wiſely prepared himſelf for this inter- 
view, by drinking a few glaſſes of wine 
extraordinary, at a tavern by the way; 
and I cannot help obſerving upon this 
occaſion, that 'if ſome of our noble 
commanders, in the beginning of this 
war, had uſed the An ae ex- 
pedient, they would probabl | 

he wed leſs baſhfulneſs when they! came 
before the enemy : why ſhould not a 
man, who entertains the leaſt e | 
of his want of aſſurance, avail- himſelf 
of every reſource within hi > aig ? 

But to b Ee alt L 82 


N "RP her lilly kink: 


Mr. E 


apt upon his knees, raiſed his eyes 


to- 


Ll 


ö 
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© O ye immortal Gods! give me 


words to expreſs what I feel in the 
« preſence of this adorable object 


Pardon me, pardon me, my dear 
(c lady CAROLINE, for preſuming to 


< addreſs you in this pathetic .man- 
ner. What man, who is not curſt 
< with the moſt ſtupid inſenſibility, 
can be a moment in your company 


<« without admiring, loving, adoring 


40 you? Surely you have too much 


« goodneſs to be offended with the 


« fincerity of a declaration which it was | 
no longer in my power to conceal. 


<« I aſk nothing more than your com- 


« paſſion, for that is all I can expect. 


By this ſpecimen you will perceive 


that our friend was in fo excellent. 
A cue 


| 1 36 4 


eue for ſpeech-· making, that in all pro- 
bability it would have run to the end of 
my letter, had not the lady interrupted | 


him. Her tender heart was too vio- 


ently affected to ſuffer him to proceed 
any farther. She raiſed him from the 


ground with theſe words,. Dear 


CE. Ex, I cannot bear to ſee 
you in that poſture. There is no 


< withſtanding ſuch ſenſibility.” He 
printed a thouſand fervent kiſſes on 


her ſoft hand, to which ſhe yielded 
with feint reluctance; and they now 


fat down as cloſe together as their 
_ could poſſibly be placed. | 


O happy friend, half intoxicated with 


wine, and half with the viſible dawn of 
his good fortune, repeated the decla- 
ration of his * with all the ten- 


derneſs 


Fi Sh 


derneſs of a Romeo, to which no Juliet 
could liſten with greater pleaſure than 


did the accompliſhed heroine of this 


ſtory; but the natural modeſty of her 
ſex required, on her part, a little uſual 
punctilious reſerve: beſides, a jewel of 


ſuch ineſtimable value ought not to be 


obtained too eaſily. Mankind are very 
apt to eſtimate things by the difficulty 
of acquiring them. She knew man- 
kind, and therefore acted with the ut - 
moſt propriety. Had it not been for 
the exiſtence of a certain aukward a& 
of parliament, ſhe would probably have 
haſtened to the cataſtrophe with more 
impatience. I am even of opinion, 
that the plot was this very evening, 
fufficiently ripe for execution, if the 
Fleet had ſtill retained its antient pri- 
HB 3 * 
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vilege. But the laws now in being, 
have ſo much encreaſed the difficulties 
of adventurers in this way, that a much 
greater exertion of their abilities is re- 
quired. —Sufpend your curioſity, and 
remember me to our a friends. 
Adieu, 
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* the mark in my rough draught 
of this hiſtory, I find that we left 
our lovers in cloſe contact, and that 
an aſtoniſhing proſpect of felicity ſeem- 


ed Juſt opening to our dernen hero. 


The lady r now honoured him wah 
indiſputable marks of her eſteem. She 
even went ſo far as to ſay, with a moſt 

gracious : ſmile, that the believed there 
Was ſomething g! more than mere chance 
in their meeting that night at the 
poſt- office; z that, though ſhe was by no 
means ſuperſtitious in things of a trivial 
nature; yet ſhe could not help think - 
Ang, that they were brought acquainted 
m. that. extraordinary manner, to an- 
D pd 8 ſwer 
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ſwer ſome peculiar deſign of Provi- - 


I 
dence.—* You may, perhaps, think it 1 
« odd, Mr. Ex, but 1 have ſome 0 
« thing ſo honeſt in my nature, that! f 
never could diſguiſe my ſentiments 1 


1 
5 4 
- 


but with the greateſt difficulty ; 3 nor a 
= could i” ever conceive any cauſe 5 b 
for reſerve, ſo long as my heart Was r 

& innocent. As I have no reaſon to ti 
doubt your affection for me, I am d 
not at all aſhamed to own my regard li 


4 for vou is ſo great, that if I could | n 
« be certain that there was no pretty ti 
15 citizen lurking in a corner of your a h 
« heart; if I were affured that 1 4 1 | 
* che entire poſſeſſion of 10 EVE. 


4+ $35 * + 


E- 10 n's impatience would not © ſuf: 
for him to wait for the concluſion of 
whe * thou oy 3 What ſhe 


was 


[4] 


was going to ſay would have given 
him more pleaſure, and was of more 


conſequence than all ſhe had ſaid be- 
fore. I have often obſerved, that there 


is nothing ſo ungovernably impetuous 


as exceſſive joy: violent grief ſeems to 
be much more tractable. I frequently 
remember to have heard an impa- 
tient audience, at Drury-Lane Theatre, 
drown the laſt and moſt important 


line of Shakeſpear's ſpeeches, pro- 


nounced by Mr. Garrick, owing en- 
tirely to their „ to app 


Joni © 


Wich equal impatience, he fell upon 


his knees, and ſwore by all the ſacred 
powers. that. rule the ſtars, by the ſtill 
brighter eyes of his dear goddeſs, that 


there was no woman upon earth, 


except 


Tr: 42 2. 

except herſelf; who h the leaſt ſhare 
in his affection; that he loved ber be 
yond- all conception and that he 
yould have married her if ſhe hol 


dot had one Hilling in che world. 
r . 
Having raiſed: iy, a —_ 0 f 


55 a Od If I remember 
a tales our e it 
by no means, to believe men when 
they ſwear; and yet I know not fe 
*- how it as, but you have gained my 
confidence ſo abſolutely, that I can- 
* not help believing you ſincere ; and 
I mnuſt confeſs, that it will give me 
© 16+ inconfiderable degree of fatis- 
. faction to have it in my power to 
« contribute fo eum ts the wie 

« Nm RT T love — 
; ; , 


felicity was {o great, that, Eke Te 


L 43 1 
"Heres again, his joy broke forth in 

the moſt rapturous expreſſions of gra- 
titude. He thanked her a thouſand 
and a thouſand times for her unex- 
ampled condeſcenſion, and vowed that 
it ſhould be the whole buſineſs of his 
life to > deſerve her benevvicgt affetion. i 


5 . they ett the 50 even- 


ing in mutual endearments and pro- | 


10 of eternal conſtancy. | 


ſtrong a light upon the eye, it was 
really painful. The frequent recol- _ 
lection of eight thouſand pounds per 
annum, which, in the courſe of the 
evening's converſation, was occaſionally 
mentioned by her ladyſhip, ſhot a- 
thwart his imagination like a flaſh of 
lightning, which he was hardly able to 

ſup- 


4 
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ſupport. And then, the thirty thou- 
fand pounds South-Sea, ſtock, beſides 
the ancient family eſtate at the death 


of her father! In ſhort, poor E——x 
was ſo elevated, that, I am convinced, 


if he had been wound up one ſingle 
eg higher, it would actually have 
turned his brain, and that he would at 


this inſtant, have been raving in Beth- 


lehem, which, you will own, would 
haye been much worſe than his 3 


ne Lam, 8 
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LETTER vi. 


ET me recall 85 ile — Wel. 
To the beſt of my remembrance 
(for I forgot to mark the place, in my 
rough draught, where my laſt letter | 

ended) but, as well as I can recollect, | 
we left our adventurer upon the higheſt 
pinacle of felicity; for, the expectation 
of bliſs generally affording greater plea- 
ſure than actual enjoyment, the real 
poſſeſſion of lady CaroLine's perſon 
and fortune could hardly have en- 
creaſed his happineſs. 


_ 
r la 


You will ealily ſuppoſe that, to a 
perſon whoſe head was ſo full of ideal 
affluence and grandeur, the ſervile em- 
ployment of a banker's clerk became 

| ex- 


[4] 
extremely irkſome and diſagreeable. 
You will readily. believe, that..it was 
impoſſible for him to fix his attention 
upon ſuch trivial matters as his ma- 
ſters buſineſs muſt now appear; for how } 
unaccountable ſoever it may ſeem, no- 1 
thing can be more certain than that 1 
Mr. Ex did not entertain the leaſt d 
doubt concerning the reality of his 
viſionary proſpect; which, however, 
will not appear ſo very extraordinary, 4 
when we conſider, that, exclufive of 
her fortune, he was extravagantly ena- ;.. 
moured of her perſon and qualifica- 
tions. Now. thoſe who have experi- 
enced that paſſion, will tell you, that 
the tongue of the beloved object is an 
undoubted oracle to a real enamorato. 

No true lover ever ſuſpected his miſtreſs 
of an intention to deceive him. But 
_ 


[4] 


to reſume. the n. thread of our 
ſtory. 


The day following, at the ufual 
hour, E- —x repaired to the Blue 


Boar, where he was received, with all 


the tenderneſs he could wiſh, by his 


dear enchantreſs, who, as ſoon as they 
were ſeated, ſpoke the following lan: 


guage Pray, Mr. E. FV, give me 
« leave to aſk you one queſtion. Have 


« you ſufficiently conſidered this af- 


* fair? Have you ſuch an implicit 
c dependence upon my veracity as to 


e be certain of the truth of all that 


« T have told you concerning myſelf 
Ig "WE family : 2˙5 


23 


10 wbirh he i has = was. 
ed at the n for that he 


never 


4 


1 [48] 
never did, nor ever ſhould, entertain 
the leaſt doubt of her veracity. 


Well,“ ſhe replied, «© I am much 
e obliged to you for your good opi- 
„ nion of me; but give me leave to 
„tell you, young gentleman, that, in 


this deceitful world, credulous peo- | 
« ple are in continual danger of being 
c impoſed on. In an affair of ſo much 
< conſequence as that of diſpoſing of 2 


* yourſelf for life, you ought*to pro- q 
« ceed upon very ſure grounds, and 8: 

"9h notwithſtanding your implicit faith as 
„ in my aſſertions, I am determined, 


that before we are married, you The 
- '« ſhall be fully convinced that I am B 
really the perſon. call myſelf, and tu 
K am actually poſſeſſed of the fortune 


hy T mentioned: for this purpoſe, I 
# Will 


1 — > & 


FLY 


e will now write to Mr. Price the 


« conyeyancer, who has the deeds of 
% my eſtate in his hands, and order 8 
e him to prepare, with all poſſible ex- 
1. pedition, a conveyance of my whole 
<« eſtate. to a gentleman to whom 1 
“ ſhall ſhortly be married, leaving the 
ename blank to be filled up when the 
60 « deed ſhall be executed.” 25 


She a ſat down and wrote - 


to My. Price to that effect. She then 
ſnewed the letter to Mr. E 
ſealed, and ſent it immediately by her 
ſervant, who, after being abſent about 
an hour, returned, with Mr. Price's 
compliments, and that lady CaroLINE 
' Booruzy's commands ſhould be 1 punc- 


uy "Reg; WW all ele diſpatch. 8 
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1 
This evening produced nothing more 
material, except that, in the courſe of 
their converſation, ſhe recollected, that 


there was a living upon her eſtate of 


three hundred'pounds per annum, which 
was now vacant, and that if he had 
any friend to whom he choſe to give 
it, he might, if he thought 8 


diſpoſe of it mn. 


E. x recollected a certain worthy 


clergyman of his acquaintance in the 
country (you know who I mean), who, 


having long languiſhed in obſcurity, 
he knew would be rendered compleatly 


happy by fo ample a proviſion. Ac- 
7 cordingly, having taken his leave of 
the lady, he wrote to his friend that 
very night, and with great goodneſs 


* r gave him ſome | intimation of 
his 


his approaching greatneſs, adding, that 


nothing would contribute more to his 
felicity than the power it would give 


him of providing for ſo deſerving a 


friend. Fortunately, the parſon hap- 


pened to be wiſer than his benefactor, 
and therefore gave but little credit to 


the winds] affair. I . Se. 


* .. 
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LETTER Ix. 


- Ought to ions told you in my | laſt, 


that before E N took his, leave, 


lady CaroLing deſired he would oblige 


her with his company the next morn- 
ing, if he was not better engaged. He 


promiſed to attend her, and accord- 
ingly the next morning, he was at the 


inn by the time her ladyſhip was ſtir- 


ring. Whilſt they were at breakfaſt, 


ſhe told him, that ſhe had an inclina- 


tion to ſhew him her houſe in Mar- 


garet- ſtreet, Cavendiſh-ſquare, | which 
was a part of her eſtate, and in which, 
if it was agreeable to him, ſhe pro- 
poſed to reſide after their marriage. 
Poſſibly, ſhe faid, he might diſlike ſome 


part of the furniture, and, in that caſe, 
that 


[53] 
that it would be beſt to have the al- 
terations made immediately: % There- 
fore,“ ſhe added, if you pleaſe, 
« Mr. . we will take a coach, 
and make a little tour to the other 


end of the town. John! go call a 
wa coach — PRE TOY my lady.” 


2 1 a quarter of an hour; John 


evade: with information chat the 


coach waited. Down ſtairs tript our 


happy lovers, ſtept into their vehicle, 
and away they drove to eee 


__ e le. 
5 V (rope oi g. lady C F EPR | 
LINE informed Mr. E-—N, that as 


he generally lived with her father in 
| Groſvenor-ſquare; when they were in 


wn, ſhe ſuffered a phyſician of her 
3 ac- 


1 54 1. - 
_ acquaintance; to occupy the firſt floor 
af the houſe in Margaret-ſtreet, but 
that ſne would, that very day, defire 
| Hits to Jook out for a9 other . 
The 1 Nopt at the door 1 one 
of the handſomeſt houſes in the ſtreet. | 
They entered. F ortunately the phy- 
ſieian happened to be gone out, which 
gave them an opportunity to ſurvey 
every room. Mr. E N was greatly 
pleaſed not only with the houſe, bat 
with the taſte and elegance of the 
furniture, inſomuch that he ſaw no one 
thing which could een be akered 
TO * f 


{ 


* — now end 8 
| is: future manſion, they returned 


again” to the Blue Boar, whence hav- 


me 


[51 | 
ing taken leave of the lady, Mr. E—x 


| proceeded homeward, as fully perſuaded 


of the reality of his approaching gran- 
deur as of his own exiſtence. If he 


Deer entertained the leaſt doubt, this 


ſtrong circumſtance of the houſe, had 
no entirely diſſipated every ſuſpicious 
* | 35 . 


He had not 4 8 lady 
Cane bin by repeated promiſes 


of marriage, but had the fatisfac- | 


tion to obſerve, that her affection 5 
regularly augmented every time they 
met; ſo that, as ſne was miſtreſs of 
her entire fortune, he was extreme- 
ly happy in having nothing to fear 
from any unforeſeen event that could 
poſſibly happen. From this time, he 
a dreamt of nothing 8 the court, no- 
Ez © - Wn 
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bility, equipage, ſervants, and all the 
gaudy train of attendants upon wealth 
and luxury. He conſidered, that with 
eight thouſand a year, and the intereft 
of thirty thouſand pounds in the South- 
Sea ſtock, he ſhould be able to cut as 
great a figure as any nobleman in the 
kingdom; but nothing gave him more 
pleaſure than the joyful aſtoniſhment 
which ſuch an extraordinary event 
would naturally occaſion to all his 
friends i in the country, as well as the 
envy it would excite among his AC" 
5 quaintance in town. 


i 


-Duſicieſs will not ſuffer me to write 
any more at preſent than that 1 am, 


—— 
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LETTER X. 


Make no doubt bor you have* mY 
1 ready loaded poor EN with a 
thouſand hard names for his credulous 
ſtupidity in not ſatisfying himſelf of 
the truth of this romantic affair, when 
the means of conviction were ſo ob- 
vious and eaſy. Why, in the name of 
wonder, you will ſay, did he not ſearch 
for her ſtock at the South- Sea houſe ? 
Why did he not. go and enquire for 
Price the conveyancer? Why did he 
not make ſome enquiry, of ſome in- 
habitant of Margaret-ſtreet, concerning 
the houſe ? By any of theſe means, you 
will ſay, he might very eaſily have ſatis- 
fied his doubts.—Doubts! Why, don't 
1 tell you he had none? Would you 
| have 


9) 
have a man think of uſing means to 
obtain conviction, - who, in his own 
mind, was already as fully convinced 
as he poſſibly could be? beſides; we 
all know that mankind are very eaſily 
_ perſuaded of what they wiſh to be true; 
and that having once conſtructed: our 
favourite caſtle in the air, we are na- 
turally inclined to diſbelieve every cir- 
cumſtance which tends to its annihila- 
tion. Theſe conſiderations will, I hope, 
in ſome degree, extenuate poor E----N's 
miſconduct in the courſe of this un- 
happy adventure, 


| Ale as Ke attended this ex- 
tai couple regularly day by 
| d from their firſt interview at the 

poſt- office. It will now be ſufficient 
to inform you, 1 they paſt ſeveral 
7; days 


8 
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days without any material occurrence, 


except their making frequent excur - 


ſions to the other end of town, ſome- 
times upon buſineſs, and ſometimes 
merely for the ſake of amuſement. In 


one of theſe rambles, obſerving a coach 
drive into a ſtable- yard belonging to a 
nobleman, lady Cazxorive deſired Mr. 


E to ſtop a moment, for ſhe had 


fomething to ſay to that. coachman,; 
She walked up to the coach, and bad a 


ſhort converſation with the man, who. 


hat in his hand, and ſeemed to ſpeak 
to her with great humility and reſpect. 


This circumſtance, trifling as it was, 


made no ſmall impreſſion on the mind 
of our poor friend. That,” faid ſhe at 
her return, © is my 1 father's coachman. 


bs T knew the fellow faw me, and 


there 


. [6]. 
< therefore thought i it prudent t to ſeat 


< his lips with a piece of money: this 


4 unlucky rencounter might otherwiſe 
_ be ruined: zus“ . 1 


LY 


1 2 e! was at 1 time 
10 fearful of being diſcovered, it ap- 
pears, that her ladyſhip thought fit 


to change her plan of operation; for, ; 
a day or tuo after ſhe furprized her 


lover, by telling him, that ſhe could 
not help diſcovering to him the ex- 
traordinary method ſhe had taken to 
fatisfy herſelf concerning his Private 
character; © for,” ſaid ſhe, . Mr. 
6E, I muſt own that, upon re- 


* 


4 flection, I began to be rather fearful, 


7 n | Wt; un. Maas OP: me 


. 


« ms man. Excuſe, me, . 


ce Sir, | 


TRY 
* Sir, you know you were an intire 
<« ſtranger to me. Perhaps I may ap- 
_ <- pear to have acted with too much 
166 circumſpection; but, I am ſure, you 
vill have the goodneſs to excuſe 
e me, when you conſider the great 
importance of hat we are about.” 

E —-N was all attention, and ſhe 
proceeded thus Tou muſt know, 
« Sir, preſuming that my father's an- 
ger might, by this time, have ſub: 
ſided, but depending more eſpecially 
on his vaſt affection for me, I de- 
<« termined to make him acquainted 
with my reſolution to marry a young 
« gentleman. who was clerk to a ban: 
ker in the city. I told him, that 
nothing upon earth ſhould break my 
< reſolution, unleſs I ſhould diſcover 
« that. had been deceived in his 


« cha- 
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character. Would you believe it, 


% my father was ſo overjoyed to hear 


* from me, that, rather than loſe me 


a ſecondꝭ time, he told me, he would 


<« conſent to my marriage with whom 
« T pleaſed and defired only that 1 
c would: ſo contrive the affair as to 


<« ſave appearances with the' nobility, 
« as he would be deſpiſed if it ſhould 


* ever be known that he had given 


“ his conſent: to ſuch a anon of | 


Fo our un; 


e ſatisfaction as well as his own, that 


he would go himſelf to your, maſter, 
4% Mr. B—-, and enquire your*charac- 

« ter. Accordingly he went, and J have 
the pleaſure to tell you, that your 


* maſter gave you an extreme good 
3 wy cha- 
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« character, ſo that 1 my father was en- 
< tirely fatisfied.” But F muſt not omit 
E telling you, that before they parted, 
6. he inſiſted on · Mr. Bs promiſing, 
upon his honour, that he wauld ne- 
ver divulge what bad paſſed between 
e them; which, you know, was ne eef⸗ 
4 fary to prevent the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
lord BooTapy's being privy to his 
_ « daughter's marriage with a perſon 
* ſo much beneath her in point of 
family and fortune. So that it will 
* now appear to the world to be an 
| © 1ndiſcretion of my own, which, like 
s all other indiſcreet actions of peo- 

8 ple of n will ſoon be for- 
0 gotten.“ 


She — told bim, that ſhe in- 
tended to make a few Private viſits 
| to 


164) 


to ſome of her female acquaintance 


at the other end of town, which would 5 


deprive her of the pleaſure of ſeeing 
him for two or three days. How ſhe 
was employed during this abſence from 


the Blue Boar. wall MW in the ſequel. | 
— am, S 0. a 2 35 


r. 
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LETTER Ih 


HE news-papers FE this day will 
inform you, that our great pa- 
triot Mr. Pitt has reſigned the ſeals. 


We citizens are all frightned out of our 


wits, being very certain, ſince we haye 


| loſt our pilot, that the poor veſſel muſt 


infallibly periſh. Do not imagine, from 
this beginning, that J have loſt the 
thread of my ſtory: on the contrary, 


you will find that Mr. Pitt acts a part 


in this our grand drama, and that no 
leſs a character than the N of 
our fair heroine. Thus i it , 
Being at brett together one 
morning, my dear E-——», ſaid her 
en J think I have 3 not yet told 
F you, 


1 


— — ) — —— — — 
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you, that Mr. Pitt, the great Mr. Pitt, 


was my guardian. Price writes me 
word, that he expects him at his cham- 
bers this worning, and that he thinks 
it would be proper for me to fee 


dim. I have therefore ordered a coach 
to be called. Suppoſe you were to 
80 along with me. If you don't 


chuſe to ſee Mr. Pitt till after we are 


married, as I fhall not ſtay three mi- 


nutes with them, you may ſit in the 
coach till I return. Mr. E 


N 


agreed to attend her; John gave no- 


tice that the coach was ready, and 
away they drove to Mr. Price's cham- 


bers in Lincoln's-Inn. 


Her ladyſhip {ht conſidered, that if Mr. 


2 Pitt ſhould not happen to be there, 
Woo would be needleſs * her to give 


her- 


{ 67 1 


herſelf the trouble of ſtepping out 


of her coach; the therefore ordered 
John to enquire of Mr. Price, whether 


Mr. Pitt was come? John ſoon re- 


turned, with Mr. Price? s compliments 


to her ladyſhip, and that Mr. Pitt had 


not been gone above five minutes, 
adding, that he believed her ladyſhip 


might find him at Sir Joſeph . 


| in Lombard · ſtreet. 


To n 0 therefore, 95 


drove. Being come within a few doors 


of the houſe, ſhe. ordered the coach 


to ſtop; and as ſhe was pretty certain 
of finding him there, ſhe got.out and 


walked to the houſe ; but returned 
immediately much mortified with the 


diſappointment, having received for 
| anſwer, that he was that inſtant gone. 
| i 


How: 
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However, as her buſineſs with Mr. 
Pitt was of great conſequence, ſhe was 
determined not to give over the pur- 
ſuit till ſhe had found him, and ac- 
cordingly ordered the coach to drive 
to a certain houſe at the court end of 
the town, where ſhe was almoſt certain 


of finding him at that hour of the 
day. But, alas! here again ſhe was 


diſappointed, and not being able to get 
any intelligence of him, was, at t laſt, 
/ obliget to debit. 


88 


It being aw almoſt dinner-time, 


and our lovers at a conſiderable di- 


ſtance from the Blue-Boar, her lady- 
ſhip ordered the coachman to drive 


| dicht k home. 


Thi 


»] . 
Their morning excurſion had indeed 
been a continued ſeries of diſappoint- 


ments; but, in one reſpect, it was not 

without its utility. They ſat down to 

a good dinner with better appetites 
than people of faſhion are generally 
bleſt with, which probably was owing 


to their morning jaunt. 


Dinner being over, and the wine 


upon the table, I have juſt been 


thinking,“ faid her ladyſhip ſmiling, 
« what a ſtrange mad creature I am, 
« to neglect all my acquaintance for 


« the fake of one man. Here have 


« I, in my pocket, a world of letters 
« from people of faſhion, which /I 


& have never once thought of anſwer- 


06 ing ſince I cloped from my father's 
0 houſe.” She then took out her 


F IT. pocket- 


1 
pocket · book, and ſhewed him ſeveral 
letters, which were all directed to lady 
CAROLIN E BooTasy, and the covers of 
them ſealed with large coats of arms. 
She told him, without the leaſt heſi- 

: tation, the names of the ſeveral ladies 
from whom they came; which, as they 
were all people beyond Mr. E— 's 
ſphere of acquaintance, immediately 
ſlipt bis memory. 


But che moſt ee buſineſs of 
this evening was fixing the day on 
which their nuptials were to be fo- 
lemnized, which, in compliance with 
Mr. E- —x's importunity, was deter- 
mined for the Thurſday following. 
Good night, my dear friend, pray for 
poor E=—-x's deliverance, and ee 
me R yours, &c. 


8 


cel 


LETTER XII. 


N che laſt mw of my lat . 
letter, I told you that our lovers 
agreed to ſolemnize their nuptials on 
the Thurſday following, which would 
be that day ſe' night. Mr, E— -N 
waited on the lady the next morning. 
Lou will pleaſe to take particular no- 
tice, for reaſons that-will ſoon appear, 
that this was F riday morning. She 
told Mr. E-—n, that the coach was 
ready, and if he thought proper, ſhe 
would attend him to Mr. Price's cham—- 
bers, in order to execute the deed of 
conveyance, as ſhe made no doubt 
but it was now ready for that pur- 
poſe. With this intent they ſet for- 


= e and being e at Lincoln's- 
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Inn, ſhe ſaid, ſhe thought it would be 


moſt adviſeable for her to enquire firſt 


whether the deed of conveyance was 


ready for execution; as otherwile there 


was no occaſion for him to ſhew him- 
ſelf to Mr. Price. E——x approved 
of this precaution, and ares. re- 


mained in the coach. 

t ole: this * he continyed. fr 
the ſpace of half an hour, at the ex- 
Piration of which, ſhe returned ex- 


claiming violently againſt the negli- 


gence of her conveyancer, and the 
odious prolixity of the law, telling 


him, at the ſane time, that Mr. 
Price had promiſed, upon his -honour, 


to have the deeds ready ” che be- 
Sinns of the next week. 
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In their return home, ſhe lamented, 
in very pathetic terms, that unfor- 
tunately it was not in her power to 
transfer, to Mr. E, the thirty 
thouſand pounds South-Sea ſtock, till 
the Tueſday following, that being the 
firſt transfer-day. This ſingle circum- 

ſtance ſufficiently proves her knowlege 
of thoſe matters, of which moſt of 
her ſex are totally ignorant; and alſo, 
that her plan was the reſult of mature. 
deliberation. She hoped, however, 

that Mr. E — x, was ſatisfied of her 
intention, and made no doubt but ſne 
ſhould. be able to ſettle every thing 
to his mind before the _ API 
for their, Le 1 95 


R That no n els be loft, ſhe 
went that very afternoon co 4 woollen - 
3 | . draper, 
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| draper, and made choice of four ſuits 
of cloaths, which ſhe ordered to be 
ſent to Mr. E------w's taylor, with di- 


rections to finiſh them with all poſſi- 


ble expedition, and to ſend them to 


lord BooTusy's, in res, 
As oor as they were made. 


The ſame evening ſhe el to 
Mr. E——x, that as ſoon as they 


were married, ſhe would have him 


make his maſter a preſent of a ring 


of about thirty guineas value; « and to 
each of the clerks, one of ten guineasz 
to which propuſal he had no os. 


xe ER £5: A in 8 gtuation, | 
when on the Monday following, early 


in the morning, he received a letter 
from _ CanoLing, carneſtly re- 


cc 


"© 


queſting. 


1 
queſting his attendance at the Blue 
Boar without loſs of time. He obeyed 
the ſummons with all poſſible expe- 
dition, and found her ladyſhip fitting 
with a letter in her hand, bathed in 
tears. He approached her with all 


the anxiety of a diſtreſſed lover, kiſſed 


the falling pearls from her cheeks, 
and, with inexpreſſible tenderneſs, be- 
ſought her to acquaint him ww the 
_ or her WO 


Fi ſoon as the violence of her ſor- 
row would ſuffer her to ſpeak, ſhe : 
raiſed her fwoln eyes towards heaven, 
a thus exclaimed— O my dear 

„Ex I am the moſt unhappy 
woman in the world. This fatal 
0 letter brings me the melancholy 
6 eee of my father's death; 


cc and 


M3 

25 8 what adds moſt to my affliction 
is, the inſupportable thought that 
El elopement may poſſibly have 
“ haſtened his diſſolution: yet, hea- 
ven knows my heart, my affection 
for him was ſo great, that I would 
willingly have ſacrificed my own life 
“ to, fave. him. Indeed he was the 
| « beſt, the zendereſt,. the moſt indul- 
gent of -parents !”— —Uttering theſe 
words, ſhe fell- back into her chair, 
applied her handkerchief to her eyes, 
1 and N * | 


e a n aki a a quarter 
| of an hour, by the tender ſoothings of 
her ſympathizing lover, lady Ca Ro- 
LINE ea the uſe of her tongue. 
« Mr. E -N,“ ſhe ſaid, © I dare fay, 
« you are Tulkciently convinced that 

; | cc my 


"auf 


(c 


«c 


6 


. 
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cc 
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my intentions were perfectly up- 


right, you will therefore readily be- 


lieve that what I am going to ſay 


muſt give me infinite pain. I pro- 
miſed to give you my hand on 
Thurſday next, and J aſſure you, 


that nothing but this unhappy affair 


ſhould have prevented me from 
« keeping my word; for though I 
may have acted imprudently in leav- 


ing my father's houſe, yet, with 
regard to his death, I am deter- 
mined to obſerve the ſtricteſt rules 


of decency. The world will na- 


be, that I ſhould return home as 


fon as it can be, ſuppoſed I. am 
informed of this unhappy event. I 


am ſorry, inden Mr. E— -x, Iam 
cc very 


= 
very ſorry it ſhould happen ſo; and 
what adds moſt to my affliction is, 
that I am terribly afraid we ſhall ne- 


< yer meet again. You will pardon me 
— c Mr. E, but certainly 1 it would 


4 be very ungenerous in me to diſſ- 


<« guiſe the truth, or even to conceal 


« my apprehenſions. When I am again 
* in the power of my relations, what 
<« ſteps they may take to prevent our 


“ union, is impoſſible to tell.“ 
Did you ever ſee a criminal receive 
ſentence of death? If not, you can form 


uo idea of poor E — s countenance 
at this inſtant. All her words were 


daggers chrough his ſoul. Like ſome 


unfortunate” adventurer, who, return 
ing from a Voyage, 18 * 


in 


(51 


in ſight of his own country; he ſtood 
ſhivering upon the naked rack, and 
beheld his wealth, and with it all 
his golden dreams, fink to the bot- 
tom of the ſea. 

On 1 am, Ge. BEA 


„ K 


4 . 


«Is E * T E R XII. 
1 Pag fo. your 3 it a ee 
cruel of me to leave our poor friend 
in the ſituation in which he was pic- 
| tured in the cloſe of my laſt letter. I 
would gladly have relieved him before 
I finiſhed ; but, to tell you the truth of 
the matter, I was ſo entirely jaded 
with the amazing hurry of the day, 
that I could not prevail on myſelf to 
begin 4 freſh ſheet of paper at that 
| late Hour. 


? 


It ſtood, for ſometime, as motion- 
leſs and inanimate as Mrs. Lot, after 
her petrefaction by a ſupernatural in- 
ſtantaneous infuſion of ſaline particles. 
But the caſe was too important to 
ſuffer 


8] 
ſuffer him to remain long in that ſtate 


of ſtupefaction. He burſt into tears, 


fell at her feet, graſped her knees, and 


How can you, deareſt lady Caro- 
« LINE, think of leaving me, after hav- 


« © ing raiſed my expections to the very 
6 higheſt pinacle of felicity; after en- 


* couraging me to aſpire beyond every 
thing that my moſt ſanguine, moſt 
« could have imagined ? but your for- 


tune is what I leaſt of all regret. 


„No, no, we muſt not, will not part. 


8 2 had rather on a alan 1 rimes.” 


. His tears now getting 12 better of 


give an ca Oh, my dear 3 


G ex- 


1 


ore by all the ſtars of heaven, that 
nothing but death ſhould part them! 


bs words, the latter were obliged: to 


— 


XI med her ladyſhip, thoſe tears 
diſtreſs me beyond expreſſion. 1 

0 cannot bear to ſee you weep, What 
« would you have me do? ſpeak : 


Tn ee 


1 : 
« 25.5 2 
— © Jug £ 
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0 Promiſe that you wil not leave 
* me til we are married 


Da, That, you know, is impoil _ 


: „Why 
* muſt, indeed T muft, fe my fa. 
* « the before Thurſday” --- 


What ſhould hinder our being 
* matried before Thurſday ? 4 


2 Was not chat the day 3 A 


* was; but what is that to che 


ſe? Why need we poſtpone 


c Our as felicioy a moment? What ſhould 


ha | &« & hinder 


12559 | 
« hinder our bens married this very 
66 day d- "pi Sins 35 


* O0 te; Mr. Ex. How can 
« you ſuppoſe that a modeſt woman 
« can reſolve to throw herſelf into the 
arms of a man, without ſome little 
* time for reflection * | 


\« Conſider, my deareſt life, « our cri- 
« tical ſituation. . 


, Sir, it is he What 
1 would the world---beſides---how do 
« you think, Mr. E I am 
« terribly diftreſſed---You are a ſtrange 
„man- What ſhall I do? hy need 
00 you be ſoi impatient ?-.-How difficult 
« it is to 24" Md wg to a man 


* « 
Ws 


. 7 0 


8 $ 1 * = . 
a : « - Gy : x 
* „ 5 P -. P 
N 7 $4.4 * * * * * . * 2 , == 
: N . 15 3 * . 
* a . F 
8 5 * * x 4 
% * e * 


8 

Her eyes conſented. He caught her 
in his arms, and in a thouſand ar- 
dent kiſſes, expreſt the 8 of 
his heart. 


I hope you will kali the above 
dialogue, though the names of the 
dramatis perſonz are not prefixt to each 
ſpeech. It will be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that each perſon begins: a freſh 
mus, 

Thus you "be; our poor unwary 


; Fiend fell into the ſnare of this ex- 
traordinary woman, which ſhe fo art- 


fully contrived as to make him eagerly 


ſollicit his deſtruction, whilſt ſhe re- 
iuctantly conſents to the accompliſh- 
ment of her own project. But in order 
to conceive the neceſſity of this pre- 
 cipitate meaſure, you will pleaſe to 


re- 


[8] 


| recolle&t, that Mr. Price had promiſed 


to have the deed of conveyance: ready 


for execution before Thurſday; but 


particularly, that Tueſday was transfer 
day at the South-Sea houſe. Now by 


ſolemnizing their nuptials on Monday, 


every ſuſpicion that might ariſe from 


her negle& either in conveying the 
"eſtate, or transfering the ſtock, was ef- 
fectually avoided: but this could not 


poſſibly be brought about, except by 
ſome extraordinary unforeſeen event; 


and nothing could better anſwer this 
purpoſe than the ſudden death of a 
_ Parent, as it not only was adequate 
to the deſign in every other reſpect, 
but alſo offered an excellent oppor- 
tunity of ſoftening her lover by her 
tears, which were ſo much at her 
command, and of which ſhe well un- 


G3 deerſtood 


[86] 
aftocd the uſes Here 1 end my 
12280 for to- night 


- Pray does not your corporation in- 
tend to follow the laudable example 
of che city of London, in addreſſing 
the great patriot? Inter nos, the ſenſible 
part of our citizens laugh both. at the 

corporation and the patriot, Adieu. 


199). 


EXEETITY xv. 


ER jaytip having send 8 to 
che immediate performance of 
the fatal ceremony, the firſt: thing to 
be conſidered was, how to procure a 
to be an entire ſtranger in ſuch affairs, 
and therefore begged ſhe would con- 
ture reflection, lady Ca oL IN E was 
of opinion, that the beſt and ſafeſt 
method would be for them to go to 
Doctors-Commons together, as there 
was a poſlibility, if he ſhould take any 
Other perſon along with him, that they 
might ſtumble upon the very identical 
proctor who had granted the licenee 
when LG to have been married 
EOS to 


* 


£887 
to the gentleman who left hor the 
eſtate: now this proctor being ac- 
quainted with the whole Boo rHñZY 
family, would probably diſcover the 
affair z and if by this means it ſhould 
become public, | his. lordſhip would be 
ee benny ap.66 every thing:5o. 
his: power to _— — 
I + 935 5 
The . ping: fafliciently i | 
his admiration of her wonderful cir- 
cumſpection and ſagacity, and declared 
himſelf entirely of her ladyſhip's opi- 
nion, the next object of conſideration 
was, what church to have inſerted in 
. the licence. Here, again, lady Cano- . 
- Linx's prudent recollection ſuggeſted 
to her, that the rector of St. George's, 
Hannover- ſquare, (which was her lady- 


figs. dee ee unlockity haps 


— 1 e 


1 5 

pened to be intimate in the Boornzv- 
family. This was indeed a moſt un- 
fortunate circumſtance, and muſt in- 
_ fallibly have fruſtrated: the whole de- 
ſign, had not lady CaROLIxE, at laſt; 
exactly a month in White-Chapel, 
which was preciſely the time of reſi- 
dence required by the late marriage- 
act. The church without Aldgate, was 
therefore fixed on, and together they 
went to fetch a licence; which being 
procured,” and filled up according to 
their requeſt, they ane Os to 
the" ee Boar: 9 


80 — 8 s 
. 7 
C 4 1 


eee eee 
fiſtent with truth, to end t 
here! But, as an hiſtorian, tis required 
of me, * I ſhould relate things as 

| * 


19] 
they ate; that I ſhould: nothing ex- 
er nor ee . in enen x 


2 


Von will SY PET 0 did 


not loſe much time in preparing them- 


as the morning was already pretty far 
' ſpent. No doubt, her ladyſhip's ſa- 


gacity would not faſler ben canonical 
* menu; [5 68D 


2 rs * ah. Pay — a 
tance. Would to heaven, the prieſt's 


tongue had clove. to the roof of his 


mouth | I mean only til after twelve 

' o'clock ; for I bear the gentleman no 
mulice. In ſhort, they were MAR. 
RIED. Abſolatehy and effectually 


been 10 e . men _ 


Tube 
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The ceremony being over, they 
n to ſign their names in the 
pariſh book, as required by the mar- 


fiage act; but her ladyſhip was fad. 


denly ſeized with ſuch a violent tremor, 
that it was impoſſible for her to hold 

the pen. She complained of indiſpo- 
perſon would write her name, which, 
ſhe ſaid, was ANNE FRANCES Caro- 
IR BooruBy. Her requeſt was ac- 

—_—y complied 8 and her 1 
Ran made Her N By 


What recht 0 this" . Was 
1 to anſwer, or whether it was 
real or effected, is not eaſily determin- 
ed. She could not be ignorant that her 
mark, in this caſe, as in all others, was 
effectually the ſame as writing her name 
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ence? Could it be fear? or was it that 
her heart failed her when ſhe came to 


the __ ſhe accounted for it thus 
Can you be ſurprized, my dear 


< and fortune ſhould tremble at the 


| „ tion, in the eyes of all the nobility 
| « in this kingdom ? Is it at all won- 

44 derful, that I ſhould feel ſome little 

ſtruggle between that pride in which 


J have been educated, and my pre- 


< ſent paſſion for you? I own it is 
a wrong pride, and proceeds chiefly 

from want of properly conſidering 
ier 1 | | 4 WS 5 


. with her own hand. Was it :conſct- 


the actual perpetration of her crime? 


4E x, that a perſon of my birth 


44 recollection of having, that moment, 
* degraded. herſelf, beyond redemp- 


A 
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ce the true origin of all human great- 
« neſs ; and I make no doubt, but in 
« a little time, I ſhall be able to get 
the better of it entirely. I muſt 
„ confeſs, I ſhould be extremely re- | 
< joiced to have you created a peer ; 
„ and who can tell but his majeſty 
« may be prevailed on to raife you 
to that dignity, and continue the 
4 mg of a family which has done ſo 
OI ſervices to the crown? 


. us now take leave, for a | whiley 
of our new married cou ple, and leave 
them at the Blue Boar, in the full 
fruition of legal pleaſure and chnnubial 
: felicity. But yon more than midnight 
bell, reminds me that it is time for me 
to retire to my loneſome bed. Sod 
night. 5 bs 


LET: 
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LETTER xv. 


A ING 8 bios 3 pair | 
,& ſafe at the Blue Boar, it will be 
proper to take a view of certain ma- 
_ terial tranſactions which were going 
| forward i in another Rn: 
Mr. cit ig the 0 his 
| ory had carefully concealed from 
the reſt of Mr. B-—'s clerks, both 
the name of his lady and her place of 
abode; having only intimated, in ge- 
neral terms, that he was ſhortly to be 
married to a lady of quality. Now | 
| though they paid but little regard ta 
this affair ſo long as he remained in 
Mr. B ke: yet he no ſooner. 
entirely abſented himſelf (which was on 
LE 


oy * 1 4 : . * 


. 

the day of his marriage) than, partly 
cout of curioſity, and partly from a 

friendly regard for their companion, 

they determined, if | poſſible, to find 
months in London, and. conſequently 
could not be perfectly acquainted with 
the town, they thought ir not impro- 
bable but he might be drawn in by. 
ſome . artful woman, which they re- 
folved, ons to en £5. 10 


e Ps et | 
luble knot was tied, one of Mr. B. 
clerks. happened accidentally to get 
intelligence of the. taylor who was 


employed in making Mr, E -N 
cloaths. To the taylor he flew witk 5 
| the utmoſt NV PU 2 


| [ 96 ] 
as ſoon as they were finiſhed, were to 
be ſent to lord BuccLzven BOOTHRVL's 
in Groſvenor- quare. He aſked the 
taylor, whether he was certain that 
there really was ſuch a perſon as lord 
 BuccLeven BoOTH BY? and, being an- 
| ſwered in the negative, adviſed him to 
go directly to Groſvenor- ſquare, and 
make proper enquiry. The nimble 


| taylor ſkipped along to the other end 


with the agility of a Mercury. He 
ord Poocunven Grin: was to be 
found. After having ſpent ſeveral 
— in this fruitleſs ſearch, he re- 
turned diſconſolate into the city, and 
V N gen- 


gentleman who was with him in the 
: mg, of his ſucceſsleſs nnn 


'E rom this 1 Mr. — 
5 companions were ſufficiently convinced 

that all was not right; but as it was 
impoſſible for them to form any notion 
of his preſent abode, they were entirely 
at a lofs in what manner to proceed 1 in 
8 n d to ſave him. 


Vet 


he den w. were kejing they heads bf 
- e on this matter, a ſtrange fe 

man came into the houſe, and en- 
. a eee there were any letters 


” eee to wait a moment, 1 


the gentlemen — 4 _ 
ene 1% if boron 
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8 you regard your own wel- 
fare, take care of yourſelf. I 
- wihive very great - reaſon to believe 
that your lady is not the woman ſhe 
. «pretends to be: therefore, I ſay again, 
2 oy Oe care of yourſelf! and am 
E Fpour fincete: and 


This letter, Sd * Mr. . 
was delivered to the footman, ina; a 
1 perſon ſent after him with orders to 

follow him at a diſtance, and by no 
means to loſe ſight of him till he got 
privately to his miſtreſs, who retired 

Vith it into her own apartment. 


iz; on. 


Mr. EA having walked out, te- 


turned to his dear Ca ROLINE about a 


quarter of an hour after ſhe had re- 
ceived this letter. But how great was 
his furprize when, upon entering the 
room, he beheld her bathed in tears. 


He tenderly conjured her to tell him 


the cauſe of her grief, aſked who had 


preſumed to offend he r, and denounced 


ſevere vengeance againſt any one Who 
had dared to imjure ſo much goodneſs. 


He was a long time before he could 
prevail upon her to open her lips. At 
length, raiſing her eyes, and looking 
at her huſpand with the utmoſt dif- 
dain, Baſe man!” ſhe cried, C how 


oF could) you be ſo cruel as to deceive 
e an innocent unſuſpecting woman in 


* the manner you have done ? 1 have 
| 66 a received a letter from one of 


H 2 4 your 


your brother clerks, whe has the 
< charity to diſplay your character in 
its proper light. Ah! why did he 
„ not write ſooner? Alas! *tis no- 

too late. Yet I am e te him 
8 for his . intention.” A er 


Poor E -N ſtood 3 2 cg 
His confuſion and ſurprize were ſo 
great, that he was a conſiderable. time 
before he could even attempt to ſay 
any thing i in his vindication; and when 
he began to ſpeak, he faultered in ſuch 

a manner, that a ſpectator would im- 
mediately have pronounced him guilty. 
of ſome heinous crime. An unexpect- 
ed accuſation has pp this — 


upon innocence. 

He begged of Hee: 4 in the mot pa- 

thetic I to e him with a 
bebt 
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ſight of the letter, declared that he 
was nat conſcious of any part of his 
conduct which, if truly repreſented, 
could poſſibly leſſen him in her eſteem; 
and proteſted, upon his honour, that 
if ſhe would but ſhew bim the letter, 
he would confeſs the truth be the ac- 
cuſation what it would. But all bis 
intreaties ſerved only to confirm her in 
her reſolution never to ſhew the letter 
as long a8 the lived —Adieu--- = 
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4 LETTER xvi.” 


N all this cer cranfabiion," 
there is no particular of her lady- 


ſhip's conduct for which I have been 
leſs able to aſſign a reaſon, than that 
part of the ſtory with which 1 cloſed 
my laſt letter: unleſs it was done 
merely with a deſign to play upon him 


for her own amuſement. I don t con- 


ceive it could poſſibly anfwer any other 
purpoſe. - 


Poor E ed up and down. 
the room in the utmoſt perplexity, en- 
deavouring to recollect every particular 
of his paſt conduct which could poſſibly 

give her offence; but could not call to 
mind any former adventure, ood a. 
ö trifling 


- 
"£4 as 
8 


L 
trifling intrigue with a certain quaker, 
which he now began to think muſt be 


the crime he was accuſed of, as he 


knew that one of his brother clerks was 
* to that affair. 


i You will plas to recotletk, * Mr. 
B-----$ other clerks ſent a perſon to 


follow the ſervant who carried the let- 


ter. Having by this means diſcovered 


Mr. E------x's place of reſidence, they 
determined, at all events, to pay him 
a viſit. Accordingly, that very even- 
ing, three of theſe gentlemen came to 
. the Blue Boar, and enquired- for their 


friend; but were told, that there was 


no ſuch perſon in that houſe. Not be- 
ing fatisfied with this anſwer, they 
walked into the kitchen, where they 
. found the ſervant to whom they had 
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i hu morning given. the letter for Mr, 
E -x. They then aſked, what could 
be the reaſon for denying, the gentle- 
man, when his ſeryant fat in the kit- 
chen? To this the ſervant replied, 
that his maſter and miſtreſs had indeed 
lodged a little while in that houſe, but 
that they had now: ed to the 
other FR: of the ag. 
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Wbildt the > was melt this 
ka; one of the clerks got a glance of 
their friend running up ſtairs. He was 
— than purſued, and taken 
5 er. They told him, that they 
were come to pay a bridal viſit, and 
were determined to ſup with him and 
his lady. His anſwer was, that they 
Ferre extremely welcome, and only de- 
fired they would give him leave to 
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: apprize his lady of their intention. To 
this they n. and ſuffered him 


10 retire. 


Contrary to his expectation, lady Ca- 
| ROLINE received the intelligence with 
the greateſt condeſcenſion and good- 
humour imaginable. Mr. E------v's 
acquaintance, ſhe ſaid, be they who 
they would, ſhould always be welcome. 
She begged he would aſk them to walk 
up immediately, and not ſuffer them to 
remain any longer in the kitchen. As 
he was leaving the room, ſhe caught 
| hold of his hand, and with the moſt 
| endearing ſmile, hoped he was not of- 
fended at the tryal of his temper which 
| ſhe had ventured to make, aſſuring 
him that the affair of the letter was 
entirely her own invention. She then 
| ſealed 


{x06 ] - 
ſealed 1 truth of ber aſſertion with": a 
conjugal kiſs, and ſent her beheving 


huſband down ſtairs in the kighele ſpi- 
rits imaginable. 


Figure to yourſelf our friend Ex, 
introducing his three companions 
4 Gentlemen, this is lady CAROLIxE 

nne b this is Mr. 
5 „Mr. and Mr. —. 
Pray, gendemen, be late — 


Without relating the tre of 
this evening's converſation, it will be 
ſufficient -to inform you, in general, 
that her ladyſhip behaved, during the 
whole time, with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
made many apologies for the ſimplicity 
of the entertainment, and gave them 
repeated invitations to her houſe in 
8 


[ 
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Cavendiſh-ſquare. 1 muſt not, how- 
ever, omit one particular part of the 
converſation, Upon one of the gueſts 
telling her ladyſhip, that fince Mr. 
E—N's happy adventure, all the 
young fellows in the city were run- 
ning, in laced clothes, to the other end 
of the town, in expectation of making 
their fortunes, by marrying ladies of 
quality. Lady CaroLine replied, that 
nothing could be a greater argument 
of weakneſs, than to Judge of people. 
by their outward appearance. She 
owned, that the generality of her ſew 


were but too apt to judge of men by 
their apparel; but ſhe hoped they 
would allow, that there were ſome wo- 


men in the world who were able to 


diſtinguiſh merit through any diſguiſe. 
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The three. gueſts now took their 
leave, perfectly convinced that this pre. 
tended lady of quality was no lady 
all, and that conſequently their poor 
Nevertheleſs, 
they readily own, that if they had not 


| been, previouſly. influenced by the tay- 


lor's intelligence, her behaviour was 


ſuch, that they a . have 


been deceived. 


| The next. morning, . Mr. 3 4 
firing to be introduced to the Boorkzy 


family, 2 coach was called, and they 


50 


drove directly to Groſvenor-ſquare : but | 


when they .came within a little way 


of the houſe, ſhe ordered the coach- 


man to ſtop, that ſhe might ruminate a 


moment, and prepare herſelf for the 


approxching,. 3 interview with her mo- 


> 
o 


. 
ther, from whom, ſhe feared, ſhe ſnould 


meet with a terrible reception. Oh! 


« Mr, E------x, if my father had been". 

„ living, I ſhould have had no appte- | 
<« henſions on this occaſion; but my 
% mother has ſo much pride, and ſo: 
« little ſenſibility, that I cannot, for 
« my life, reſolve to fee her at this 
« time. Perhaps I ſhall have better 
« ſpirits to-morrow. John! order the 


coachman to drive home again,” 


The coach turned about and droye 
back to the Blue Boar, where, if you 
pleaſe, we will leave them for this 
night. - 


.LET- 
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LETTER XVII. 


AHEIR place of abode eld Ss 
- diſcovered, her ladyſhip' naturally 
3 that it was now impoſſible 
for people of their diſtinction to remain 
any longer in obſcurity: therefore, the 
next morning, ſhe propoſed their re- 
moving to their own houſe near Ca- 
vendiſh-ſquare, which propoſal, Mr. 
E -N having no objection, was im- 
mediately put in execution. The phy- 
ſician had promiſed to remove in a few 
days, and it was judged more adviſe- 
able to content themſelves, for a-while, 
wich the ground floor, than to continue 
any longer 1 in an inn. 


We now hs our final leave of the 
Blue k Boar, and attend our young qua- 
my 


the 
ua- 
lity 
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lity to their houſe in Margaret-ſtreet, 


where they found the lower apartments 


ready for their reception, and were aſ- 


ſured by the ſervant, that the phyſician _ 
would certainly remove in a day or : 
two. | 


5 Wen it was that "ei e 8 
original plot extended no farther, and 


that ſhe was now at a loſs in what 


manner to proceed, or to what other 


cauſe ſoever it might be owing, ſhe 
grew extremely low ſpirited till about 


ſix O clock in the evening, when the 


almoſt deprived poor E—— of ex- 
iſtence ** the . declaration, 


* ] "7 he my dear, you; are . to | 
85 find me ſo extremely low this after- 


_ * noon. I am indeed quite out of ſpi- 


rits; 
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et yits ; but I am now determined that 
* you ſhall, this inſtant, know the 


« cauſe. The great fecret labours in 
* my breaſt with ſuch violence, that, 


« for my foul, I can conceal it no 
longer. Prepare yourſelf for a com- 
<« pleat ſurprize. I beg your pardon 
for having deceived you ſo long. I 
© am not the perſon you take me for; 
« nor am Lat all related to the Boory- 


« py family: no, Sir; but I am a per- 


„ ſon of greater dignity, and nobler 


e extraction. I am ſiſter to the duke 


5 BRAUTORx, O is deſcended 


„ from our great king Edward the 
<« third. How then can you wonder 
ce that my ſpirits ſink a little now-and- 
« then at the thought of having fo 

<- egregioufly tarniſhed the luſtre of 
& our ancient family, by an alliance 
5 5 0 with 


1 233 4 


« with I hardly know whom? But 
now the ſecret is out, I find myſelf. 


« much eaſier, and I make no doubt, 


but in a little time I ſhall be en- 


« tirely reconciled: I will this mo- 
* ment write to my brother, and deſire 
“him to come hither immediately.” 


Mr. E-------x's looks, during this 
ſpeech, can only be imagined by thoſe 
who have ſeen our little great actor in 


the character of Hamlet. If a ghoſt 
had actually riſen out of the floor, it 


could not more powerfully have affect - 


ed the muſcles of his face. He made 


her no reply, and her ladyſhip far 
down to write to his grace the duke of 
BeavrorT. The letter being finiſhed, 

ſhe offered, like a dutiful wife, to 


ſhew it to her huſband; but upon 


1 his 


„ 

his not refuſing to look at it, ſhe re- 
collected, that ſhe had mentioned a par- 
ticular circumſtance relative to family 
affairs, and hoped, therefore, he would 
not inſiſt upon ſeeing the letter. He 
made her no anſwer. She ſealed the 
letter and ſent it by her truſty John, 
who, in about a quarter of an hour, 
returned with a verbal anſwer, ſignify- 
ing that his grace would wait on her 
ladyſhip at eight o'clock. 


No tanguage can expreſs Mr. 
E------x's agitation of mind, between 
the time this meſſage was brought, 

and the appointed hour, which was 
either to raiſe him far above his own 
golden dream, or plunge him at once 
into the' gulph of perdition. He 
walked a —_ fat a while, ſtood a 
While; 
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while ; but whether upon his head or 
his feet, was hardly known to himſelf. 
One moment he conſidered himſelf as 
a perſon of quality, allied to the duke 
of BrAuroxr, and was endeayouring 


to be prepared for the reception of his 


grace; the next ſhewed him a very 
different picture: here the objects 
were, ruin, ridicule and contempt. 


The clock ſtruck eight, and his 
grace did not appear. Nine ſueceed- 
ed, but no duke arrived. Her lady- 
ſnip began now to grow very uneaſy; 
for, the duke being a very punctual 
man, ſhe was certain that ſomething 
extraordinary muſt have happened. 
She therefore determined to take a 
chair and enquire into the cauſe of his 


delay. But the eyes of our friend's 


I 2 under - 


L 126 F 
g began now to open. 


| When | ſhe attempted 10 leave the 


room, he ſeized her by the arm, and 
with a {pirit, which he ought long be- 


fore * ee fte i d 
_ the following terms: _ 


Hold, Madam! you firſt told me 


« your name was BooTHBY 3 you now 
<« call yourſelf ſiſter to the duke of 
% BEAUFORT: both theſe aſſertions 


% cannot be true; therefore you have 


c told me a lie. I am determined to 


tec 


be your dupe no longer. Out of 


* this houſe you ſhall not go, till I am 


e ſatisfied who you really are. I am 
„much afraid you are an artful bad 
e woman : but, be it as it will, 1 am 
<« reſolved to know who I have mar- 


< ried, before I ſuffer you to quit this 
e houſe. | : 
1 5 | ES | | | This. 


=... 
This ſpirited declaration, as it was 
unexpected, ſtruck her ladyſhip dumb 


for a few minutes; but as ſoon as ſhe 


recovered from her ſurprize, ſhe flew 
into a violent rage, and abuſed her 
poor huſband in a moſt terrible man- 


ner. Adieu my good friends: for I 


now underſtand that I am writing to 
a large company, I hope, all candid 


readers. 
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LETTER XVIIL 


W E left our poor friend at high ' 
i words with his dear angel of a 
wife. She firſt ſtormed about the room 
ke a mad woman; but finding her 
hitherto complaiſant huſband to be a 
man of much more reſolution than ſhe 
had ſuppoſed him, at laſt ſhe had re- 
courſe to the common artifice of her 
ſex. She had often experienced, to 
her advantage, the power of female 
tears over the obdurate hearts of men, 
and made no doubt but ſhe ſhould ſoon 
be able to ſoften that of a man whoſe 
paſſion for her could hardly yet be 
- extinguiſhed by enjoyment. But her 
ladyſhip was miſtaken. Her tears had 
no more effect por E. -A than her 


8 


a9] 
rage. He rang the bell, and deſired 
if the phyſician, who lodged in the firſt 
floor, was at home, that he would be 


ſo obliging as to ſtep down ſtairs for a 
moment. 


The doctor, ſuppoſing that either the 
lady or gentleman on the ground floor 


Was taken ill, called in a great hurry 


for his wig, the exact portrait of 
which may be ſeen in Mr. e 
laſt publiſhed print. 


Don ſtairs he came, - wel very 
gently at the door, for fear of diſturb- 


ing the patient, and entered the room 


with all the eſſential gravity of his 


profeſſion. The ſcene which now be- 
gan was fo truly comic, that I ſhall 


not attempt to relate it, but ſhall pre- 
T4 | ſent 
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ſent you with the real ſpeeches of the 
actors in the dramatic manner. 


Mr. E -N look pale, and the Lady in 
tears, concludes bim to be the patient; 
runs towards him, lays bold e 
band and feels his pulſe. | | 


Docr. Be under no apprehenſions, 
Madam. I hope there is no danger. 
Hem, hem, hem-- fever, a high fever. 


.'E-——x. Is the man mad? ? 


"Thor: Pray, Madam, 9 the bed 
to be prepared. I hope there is not 
ſo much danger as you apprehend. | 


We muſt loſe, a little blood. Good 


Madam, don't be ſo uneaſy. Your 
tears wil do the patient no ſervice. 


E—x. 
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E—x. The devil take the man I 


Why, Docror, you are miſtaken. I 


am as well as you are. 
Lady. Delirious ! 


DoerT. Very common, Madam, in 
theſe fevers. . His pulſe indicated that 


the brain muſt be affected. I knew it 
directly. Pray, my dear Sir, pleaſe ta 
| mu out.your On. 


E-----N, Dumeation., Do you take 
me for a fool! . 


. 8 my * Ap let Ks Doc- 


ron fee. your tongue. 


EN. So ſo, you are in the ſe- 


cret, I find, —a contrivance, a damned 


contrivance! I ſuppoſe, Sir, you are 
ONS. 5 ; | as 
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as FEY a Phyſician as ſhe is a Lady 
of Quality. 


Lapy. Good God! pray Heaven 
reſtore his ſenſes! 


Docr. Be not afraid, Madam. His 


. ſenſes will return when we have ex- 
pelled the febrile matter. I have lately 
had ſeveral patients in the fame way, 


and (thanks to the immortal Boerhaave 
under whom I ſtudied) have, in gene- 


ral, been "a ſucceſsful. 


8 N be G--d, Sir, I can 
bear this no longer. Neither you, nor 


- any man living, ſhall play upon me in 


this manner. Do but hear me ſpeak, 
and I will ſoon convince you, that 1 


am neither ſick, nor mad, nor drunk. 
Unfortunately J am married to this 


woman, 


SITY 
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woman, ad am terribly afraid I 


have been moſt groſsly impoſed upon. 
Among other things, ſhe made me be- 


lieve, that this houſe was hers, and that 


you were of her acquaintance. I there- 
fore ſnould be much obliged to you, if 
you would tell me who ſhe is ? | 


Doer. For any thing I know of the 


matter, you may be both cheats, for I 
never ſaw either of you before 1 in my ; 


| life 


E I thank you. I want 
no farther proof. Tam now convinced 
that I am deceived, tricked, abuſed ! 
For Heaven's ſake, adviſe me what. to 
do! She firſt called herſelf Boornzv, 
and then BzavyorT : for aught 1 
know ſhe a. be the devil, 
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Dor. This is a ſtrange kind of an 

affair, I muſt confeſs. en young 

5 who arè you? Z 


E--—x. My name is EAN. I am 
i to Mr. B------o the e is in 
Lombard ſtreet. 


Docr. I have heard of ſuch er, 

If the caſe is as you relate it, the beſt 
advice I can give you is, to ſend for 
ſome of your friends, who may pro- 
bably aſſiſt you in clearing up this 
matter. If you-chuſe-to do that, my 
ſervant i is at your ſervice, | 


| Here ends our dialogue. Her lady- 
ſhip now finding that the doctor's 
eyes began to open, and that her care 
required an immediate exertion of her 
inventive 2 deſired, ſince they 
1 would 


i 
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would not ſuffer her to leave the room, 
that ſhe might be permitted to ſend her 
ſervant with her compliments to the 
biſhop of Herefard, to acquaint him 
that Miſs Trevor was in town, and 
would be glad to ſpeak with him. 


80!“ cnes the doctor, © a third 
* name.” Mr. Ex objected to 
her ſending her own ſervant, who, he 
was convinced, was a raſcal; but the 
doctor offered to ſend one of his to 
any place ſhe ſhould direct. Her lady- 


ſhip's ſcoundrel, hearing his honour | 


impeached, began to grow very im- 
pertinent; upon which they thought 
fit to charge the watch with him, who, 


without ceremony, conducted him to 


the round-houſe. 


One 


6 
One of the phyſician's footmen was 
now diſpatched into the city, and dur- 
ing his abſence, our friend entertained 
the doctor with a circumſtantial re- 


lation of his nen matrimonial 
adventure. 


About midnight the ſervant return- 
ed, accompanied by two of Mr. B----o's 
clerks, and a gentleman of the law, 
of their acquaintance.—Good night! 


7 2h Th o 


11271 
LETTER XIx. 


A S ſoon as the young citizens en- 
| tered the room, Mr. E. -N ſa- 
luted them with the following excla- 
mation.— Oh my dear friends, this 
* woman, this artful woman! I am 
e aſhamed of my credulity. — My 
golden dreams, all my golden dreams! 
1 have too much reaſon to believe 
ſhe has deceived me in every par- 
« ticular. She has now changed her 
4 name and family, from BooTasy 
„ to BEAUrORT. In ſhort, I fear ſhe 
is a very devil, and that I am the 
moſt fooliſh, ridiculous, credulous, 
„ unhappy wretch that ever exiſted. 
Pray, gentlemen, aſk her ſome que- 
< ſtions, and fee if you can make any 
„thing of her.” „ 
To 


1229 

To which the lady thus 3 

« The gentlemen may ſave themſelves 
« that trouble. I ſhall neither fatisfy 
them nor you who I am. I am your 
« wife, and that's ſufficient. I am not 
to be interrogated by a ſet of tradeſ- 
people, who are hardly above the 
level of my ſervants. There will 
„ come a time, Sir, when you will 
< ſeverely repent this uſage of me. 
„Good God! how was it poſſible that 
% could facrifice ſuch a fortune to 
« ſo brutal, ſo chankleſs, ſo ungrate- a 


v6 ful a man 1 


. Madam.” ſays one of the gen- 
dlemen, < you are really in poſſeſſion 
„ of the fortune you ſay you have, I 
e dare fay you will have no reaſon to 
4 complain | of Mr. E=—=x's ingrati- 

i tude, 
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tude, though your name ſhould be 


e neither BooTaBy nor BEAUrORT.“ 


« Ay,” ſaid E — v, your for- 
<« tune. Convince me that you have 


ce not deceived me in that, and I am 
et * ſatisfied. ” 


« So, Sir,“ 18 the labs: c my 
be fortune was your motive. Iam glad 


e you have at laſt diſcovered yourſelf. 


My eſtate, I find, was the object of 


your violent paſſion. I am afraid 
« it will appear, that I am the credu- 
*lous fool who have been deceived,” 


Poor E looked rather imple, 


and did not know what to ſay; but 
was ſoon relieved by one of his friends, 
who told the lady, that her application 


of what Mr. EN had faid was 
3 ": 


—_ 
ungenerous; that as ſhe had deceived 
him in ſome particulars, ſhe had given 
him a right to doubt the whole of her 
Rory ; and that, if ſhe was a woman 
of either family or fortune, ſhe could 
have no objection to giving her huſ⸗ 
band ſuch proofs as he might think 
neceflary for his ſatisfaction. 


8 Pray, Madam,“ fad the lawyer, 
„give me leave to aſk, what is your 
& real name, and how you became 
>: 5 of your large fortune 7 


„My real name,” ſhe replied, « is 
e Scudemore” — 

„ Well doget !” exclaimed the doc- 
cc tor, "Gomes, this is her fourth 
e name.“ 


cc As 


k £4 
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As to that part of my fortune,“ 
continued the lady, © which is in the 


funds, it was left me by Sir Charles 


4 Blois, a Herefordſhire gentleman.” 


&« ] have had Sir Charles Blois's 
«© will before me,” replied the lawyer, 
« but do not recolle& ſuch a legacy. 


«] think there was a law ſuit com- 


60 menced Fe that will. 


„There was ſo,” returned the lady, 
& by the heirs at law; but that you 


c know, Sir, could not affect the le- 


c gacies. In ſhort, gentlemen, if you 


_ « are not inclined to believe what I 


« ſay, it ĩs impoſlible to convince you 


ce at this late hour; but if you will 


e have patience till morning, I will 
2 attend any one of you to the South- 
K 2 | « Sea 
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dsc Sea houſe, where your own eyes will 


e ſatisfy you that I have twenty-five 
* thouſand 8 ſtock 1 in w_ own 
«© name.” 


In which of your names?“ faid 
the doctor. Her ladyſhip, having no 
immediate anſwer ready, was a little 
confounded at this queſtion ; but ſhe 
ſoon recovered her remarkable ſtability 


of countenance, and aſſured them, with 


all the good-humour imaginable, that 


the next day they ſhould have full ſatis- 


faction that every material circumſtance 


of her ſtory was religiouſly true. 


It was now near two o'clock in the 


morning, when our young citizens, 
finding they could make nothing of 
this ſtrange lady, not only took leave 
of her with very little ceremony, but 


im- 


* 


impolitely carried her huſband along 


with them into the city, leaving her 


ladyſhip to hug her pillow for that 
night, unleſs ſhe went to bed with the 
doctor, which is hardly to be ſuppoſed. 


1 


* A 


T Told you in my laſt, that e 

the gentlemen. took their leave, lady 
CaRoLIxE promiſed, the next day, to 
ſatisfy them as to the reality of her 
fortune; but I dare ſay you have con- 
cluded, that ſhe had no intention to 
attempt giving them any ſuch fatis- 
faction. Your ſurprize then will be as 
great as was that of Mr. B-----o's fa- 
mily when, the next morning, . they 
ſaw her ladyſhip ſtop at the door in 
a hackney coach, and heard her requeſt 
that one of the clerks would give him- 
ſelf the trouble to attend her to the 
South-Sea houſe. - - 


in. compliance with the lady's re- 
queſt, one of the gentlemen ſtept into 
the 


[ 1356 
the coach with her, and to the South- 
Sea houſe they drove. Her ladyſhip 


entered the hall with all the aſſurance 


of a perſon who had a large capitol in 
the funds, went boldly up to one of 
the clerks and told him, ſhe was come 


to examine her ſtock, He aſked 
her, under what name? She anſwered, 


BoorRHBY, and accordingly he directed 
her to the letter 3. 


It is natural to 3 that, by this 


time, the fame of Mr. E-----n's mar- 


riage had. ſpread over a conſiderable 


part of this news-loving metropolis; 
and that the clerks in the South-Sea 
houſe, to ſatisfy their own curioſity, 


had previouſly examined the books: 
hence you will not be ſurprized when 
I tell you, that inſtead of ſearching for 

| * 4 her 
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her ſtock, they took the liberty to 
laugh at her ladyſhip, telling her that 
ſhe had certainly miſtaken - the houſe, 
and that .they ſuppoſed her money 
muſt be in ſome of the other funds. | 


She cam loudly of their 1 in- 
ſolence, and as ſhe went out, aſſured 
them, ſhe would acquaint the gover- 

nors with their impertinent behaviour. 


The gentleman who attended his: | 
having eſcorted her ladyſhip back to 
her vehicle, aſked her, to what part of 
the town ſhe choſe to be drove? But 
the furly coachman refuſed to drive 
her any farther, unleſs ſhe would firſt 
diſcharge the debt ſhe had already con- 
trated; for, he ſaid, he had been driv- 
ing her from place to place all the 
morning, and his horſes were almoſt 
knocked 
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kniochett up. The gentleman being 


curious to know in what manner her 


ladyſhip purpoſed to diſpoſe of herſelf, 


ordered the coachman to drive her 


wherever ſhe pleaſed to go; if ſhe then 


refuſed to diſcharge the coach, to lodge 
her in the neareſt round-houſe, and to 


come to him for his fare. She ordered 
him to drive her to Mary-le-bon, and 


the gentleman returned home perfectly 
ſatisfied as to her capitol in the funds. 


The next morning the . coahman 


returned to Mr. B-----o's for his fare, 


and informed the gentleman, that her 


ladyſhip having no money in her 
pocket, according to order, he had 


lodged her in the round-houſe at | 


Mary-le-bon. 


I can- 


= 2 

I!0 cannot poſſibly proceed, without 

firſt indulging a reflection upon the 
| lady's conduct in this laſt affair. T 
mean her expedition to the South-Sea 
houſe, in order to examine her ſtock. 
One would imagine that a woman of 
her cunning would attempt nothing 
without deſign: and yet what deſign. 
ſhe could have in this tranſaction, is 
by no means apparent; on the con- 
trary, ſhe muſt know, that it could 
anſwer no end, except that of proving 
her an impoſter. But tis impoſſible to 
account for the actions of unaccount- 
able people. I have now .made my 
refleGion, and. ſo. we will proceed, 


; Bein g . by the coachman, 
of her ladyſhip's preſent place of re- 
ſidence, one of the clerks ſet out im- 

mediately 


= 3 
mediately for Mary-le-ben, paid her a 
viſit in the round houſe, and thence. 
took her along with him to the houſe 
of Sir Jehn Fielding, with an in- 
tention. to have her examined by that 
experienced juſtice of the peace. 


The knight, in conſequence of his 

office, proceeded to interrogate the 
lady with his uſual penetration; but 
he was ſoon convinced, that ſne was 
neither to be fatimidated nor con- 
founded. In ſhort, his examination 
was to no purpoſe; and he preſently 
declared, that it would be illegal to 
detain her. 


Fer ladyſhip, till: deſirous of con- 
vincing theſe infidels of her innocence 
and quality, though, like Falſtaff, ſhe 


would 


Lo] 

. would give no reaſons by compulſion, 
offered, very generouſly, to attend the 
gentleman to a lady of her acquain- 

tance in Bond- ſtreet, who would in- 
ſtantly ſatisfy him who ſne was. Ac- 
cordingly, they took leave of blind 
juſtice, and, in compliance with the 
lady's directions, were conveyed to the 
houſe of one Mrs. W----n; but when 
they came to the door, her ladyſhip 

deſired to be excuſed from getting out 
of the coach on account of her dreſs, 
which, conſidering where ſhe had lodg- 
ed the preceding night, you may ſup- 
poſe was not perfectly clean. At her 
ladyſhip's requeſt, therefore, Mr. S----, 
the gentleman who attended her, got 
out of the coach, and, by her direction, 
enquired for. Miſs G; but was 
told, ſhe was out of town. He then 
_ 5 aſked 


. 
aſked Mrs. W-----n, the lady of the 
houſe, whether ſhe knew any thing 
of one Miſs Boorizv! ? telling her, 
that he had very material reaſons” for 
his enquiry, and ſhould be much 
obliged to her if ſhe could give him 
any ſatisfactory information. | 


Mrs. W ered; that ſhe had 
ſome knowlege of a woman who called 


herſelf BooTasy, and that if he would 

ſtep into the houſe, ſne would tell him 
all ſhe knew concerning her. But I 
muſt refer Mrs. W-----n's ſtory bg 
next poſt, Farewel. 
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LETTER XXI. 


TPON a ſuppoſition that you have 
my laſt letter before you, I re- 
ſume the thread of my narrative with- 
out farther preamble. Mr. S------ ac- 


companied Mrs. W----n into the houſe, 


and after deſiring him to fit Ts ſhe 


thus began: 
Well, Sir, I told you har I knew 


de ſomething of this BoO THEY you 


10 after, and you ſhall hear how 


c jt happened that ſhe ever came to 


% this houſe; for though I let lodg- 
« ings, I aſſure you, Sir, I have none 
te but people of character; modeſt 


« gentlemen, and virtuous ladies all 


« of them. Now, as I was a faying, 


« how ſhe firſt came to my houſe was 
« thus. You muſt know I have a 
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gentleman lodges with me, and 4 
inighty ſober good kind of a man 


he is, and pays as well, and is as 
quiet a gentleman as any body 


needs wiſh to have in their houſe. 
His name is Mr. H.. One even- 
ing as he was walking through 
Lincoln's-Inn Fields, he ſaw a wo- 


man ſtanding near the wall, pretty 
well dreſt, and of a gente*l fort of 


an appearance; and as ſhe looked 


to be a modeſt woman (for he is a 
mighty ſober gentleman) he went 
and ſpoke to her, and aſked her a 
civil queſtion, as any gentleman 
might do, you know, Sir. She 


ſeemed to be in the greateſt diſtreſs 
in the world, and talked ſo like a 
_ * gentlewoman, and told ſuch a pitiful 


0 


an that Mr. H OT her all 
c the 
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« the filver in his pocket. For my 


: 00 part, (but it is no buſineſs of mine) 


<« J think this was geperoſity enough 
e to a ſtrange woman: people know 
« the depth of their own pockets beſt; 
e but that's nothing to the purpoſe. 
told her, that it was all 
« he had aha bim; but that if ſne 
« would call the next day at his lodg- 
< ings (naming my houſe) he would 
* do ſomething more for her. You 


6 may be very ſure ſhe came. You 


« know it is no buſineſs of mine to 
“ hinder any of my lodgers from ſee- 
<« ing who they pleaſe in their own 


apartments. However, ſhe told ſuch 


« a moving ſtory, and ſeemed to be 

& {ſuch a modeſt ſenſible woman, that 

« a young lady, one Miſs G-----n, who 

6s allo lodges in my houſe when ſhe 
| | 1 


Ce 
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ec 
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1 js in town, took a great liking to 
< her, often gave her money, and ſuf- 
< fered her to viſit her very frequently. 
„Mr. H 


«fer company, and believed her to 
ce 


one day, when they were alone, he 
e found, by her converſation, that, if 


he was that way inclined, ſhe would 


have no objection to go into keep- 
„ing with him: but Madam had got 
6& The wrong ſow by the ear. Mr. 
N knew better things; and ſo 
« he; 4010 this to Miſs G-----, who 


“ from that day to this never ſpoke _ 
“ a word to her, for ſhe hates all theſe 


ce Iezabels; and fo ſince that time we 
1 ee „ 15 . . 
ce never ſuffered her to come within 


e theſe doors. What is become of 
« her ſince, the Lord knows.” | 


L . Mrs. 


alſo was pleaſed with 


be very virtuous, and all that : till 


13 

Mrs, W-——n having ended her 
' ory, Mr. S—— deſired ſhe would 
give herſelf the trouble to ſtep to the 
coach. The moment ſhe ſaw her lady- 
| ſhip, that was the perſon, ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe had been ſpeaking of. Mr. S 
made an apology for the trouble he 
had given her, and ordered the coach- 


man to drive on. 


It was very unlucky, lady Eater 
| 7 that her friend, Miſs G, 
happened to be out of town; but ſhe 
begged, as a particular favour, that 
Mr, S—— would go along with her 
to lady Ferrers's, to whom, ſhe ſaid, ſhe | 
was particularly known. | 


Mr. S——, who, for the ſake of 
his friend, was willing to get all the 
9 he poſſibly could, com- 

__ 


[147] 
plied with her requeſt, ordering the 
cCoachman to drive as ſhe directed. 
When they came to the houſe, ſhe 
made the ſame excuſe for not getting 
out of the coach as before, and Mr. 
S——, at her requeſt, enquired for 
lady Ferrers's woman, and was admitted 
into the houſe Farewell. 


v. 


Lu 


LETTER XVII. 


N. TE left our ae in the coach 
VV at the gate of lady Ferrers's | 
houſe, whilſt Mr. S—— paid his 
reſpects to her ladyſhip's woman. 
Having told her the occaſion of his 
viſit, ſhe very willingly related the 
following anecdote . Miſs 
BooTHBY, 


AS 1 was one morning taking a 
walk in the Green Park, I obſerved, 
Vat a diſtance, a lady ſitting by the 
_ © fide of the pond, and an elderly 

* gentleman ſtanding near her. Pre- 

* ſently the gentleman left her, and 

© ſeemed coming towards me. I ſtopt 
< null he-came up. Madam,” ſaid 
| hes 


wr 
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he, © there is a very melancholy 
e lady fitting by the ſide of the pond, 
* who I am afraid has ſome deſign of 
“ throwing herſelf. into the water. I 

& have aſked her ſeveral queſtions, but 
< to very little purpoſe. Her anſwers 
are fo ſtrange and incoherent that 
I can make nothing of her. Poſſi- 
< bly ſhe may be leſs reſerved to one 
of her own ſex, and you may, per- 
* haps, fave her life.” Accordingly, 
I croſſed the park and found the lady 
< leaning upon her hand, and looking 
ſtedfaſtly at the water. Such a pic- 
ture of diſtreſs, or rather deſpair, as 
« was painted. in her countenance, I 
never ſaw before. She was pretty 
< yell dreſt, and there was ſomething. 
ſo oraceful i in her appearance, that I 

really took her for a perſon of family. 
: * 2 Bk 


==. 


ln) 


1 


999 


(i 150 
1 ventured to ſpeak to her, but, for 
ſome time, ſhe paid no regard to 
© what I ſaid. At laſt, however, ſhe 
© yielded to my importunity, and told 
* me, that her name was Boorusy 3 
that ſhe had, for very particular rea- 
ſons which ſhe could not divulge, 
eloped from her parents, and was 
« juſt; arrived in town, without any 
: money in her pocket, or any friend 
or acquaintance to apply to; that 
* ſhe could not beg, and therefore 
muſt inevitably periſh for want of 
the common neceſſaries of life; chat 
ſhe thought ſhe had better throw 
herſelf into the water than die by 
hunger. In ſhort, T was fo terrified 
with apprehenſions, ſo moved with 
her ſtory, and ſo charmed with her 
_ and manner, that I not only 


© gave 


* * 6 . * 


„ 


„VVV 


I 


© gave her all the money I had in my 


pocket, but deſired her to call upon 


me the next day, and told her, I would 


6 then endeavour to do ſomething more 
© for her. In ſhort, I ſaid all I could 
* to comfort and diſſuade her from 


© committing a crime which probably 


© ſhe never intended, and fo I left her. 


© Well, as ſoon as I got home, I told 
my lady the whole ſtory, and her 


© ladyſhip deſired ſhe might ſee this 
extraordinary woman. Accordingly, 


© when ſhe came the next morning, I 


introduced her to my lady; but her 


« ladyſhip, after a long examination, 


found that her ſtory did not hang 
together, and that ſhe was an im- 
<-poſtor; and ſo ſent her away without 


giving her any thing. This, Sir, is 
«all 1 know of Miſs BooTasr; for 
14 ſnce 
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© {ince that day, I have neither ſeen nor 
4 heard any thing of her.“ 


Mr. "IE thanked her - ladyſhip's 8 
woman for her ſtory, and returned 
to our heroine in the coach. He 
told her, that he ſhould now give 
himſelf no farther trouble about her, 
for that he was ſufficiently convinc- 
ed ſhe was a vile woman, and that 
his poor friend had been infamouſly 
tricked 1 into a ſcandalous 8 7 with 


a a beggar. Y 


He . FRI ng: to Sir 1 
F Fielding s, to whom he gave a general 
account of all the information he had 
been able to gather. The knight de- 
clared, that there was not ſufficient 
cauſe for impriſonment; and fo lady 
CAROLINE, was fer at liberty. 


You. 


Ie ! 5 
- You may recolle&, that during our 
friend's. courtſhip at the Blue Boar, 
| the one day told him, that ſhe ſhould 
be abſent a few days upon a viſit, in 
cog, to ſome of her female acquain- 
tance at the other end of the town. 
Now, upon a compariſon of dates it 
appears, that this affair with lady Fer- 
rers's woman happened during that 
abſence : ; and it is not at all impro- 
| bable, that many other ſchemes of 
the like nature were put in practice 
about the ſame time, the ſole inten- 
tion of which muſt have been to ſup- 
ply her with preſent pocket money 
till her plot upon poor EN was 
ripe for execution. : 


1 have now elated, to the beſt of 


my memory, all I KNOW concerning 
this 


; 
| 
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this extraordinary woman, except the 
oper of her firſt appearance at the 
Blue Boar, of which, poſſibly, y ou 5 
_ wiſh to be informed. : 


| She came into that "TY a few days 
before ſhe met with E-—=n, late one 
evening, in a ſtage coach, attended 
by the ſervant who acted no incon- 
fiderable part in the courſe of this 
romantic hiſtory; and who, beyond all 


1 doubt, was her accomplice in her de- 
6 ſign upon the firſt unfortunate youth 
- that ſhould fall into her ſnare. She 
4 intended to continue there that night, 


and ſhould take a poſt chaiſe the next 

morning for Chatham, where ſhe ex- 
pedted to meet a 1 In the 
morn- 


— — — ——_ — 
— _ — 


| 
| 
| ' told the people of the houſe, that ſhe 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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morning "the" told- the landlady, that 


ſhe had juſt received à letter from 


Chatham, which informed her, that 
the gentleman would be in town in 
a few days, and therefore ſhe' had re- 
ſolved to remain where ſhe was till 
his arrival, as it would hardly be worth 
while to take n 85 for ſo ſhort a 
time. 


. Having thus fixed her ſcene of 
action in the city, like af induſtrious 
ſpider, ſhe inſtantly began to ſpread 
her web round the environs of the 


 Royal-Exchange, and poor E 


happened to be the firſt luckleſs fly : 


that was intangled. 


] ſhall continue to watch her mo- 
tions, till ſhe either mounts or ſinks 


out 
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„r 
pn gs fight; and if any thing 
relating ſhould occur, you may 


dane upon ing from me occa- 


l. Adieu. 


F. 


iff 


LETTER XXIII. 


INC E my laſt, 1 have: collected 
ſufficient matter for an appendix 


to my hiſtory; but I cannot, in con- 


ſcience, proceed without confeſſing, 
that I have miſinformed you. in one of 


my former _ 


Laſt night, apts recapitulating the 
ſtory to our friend, (of which I confeſſed 
I had written a long account down into 
the country) I found that I was miſ- 
taken in one particular inſtance : not 
that you will find it of any material 


conſequence ; however, I think it in 


general a duty, as ſoon as we diſcover * 
the truth, to undeceive thoſe whom we 
may, though undeſignedly, have mif- 


led 3 


» Re. 
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led ; beſides, I ſhould be ſorry it were 


in the power of any man in. Newcaſtle 
to contradict a ſingle circumſtance in 
this. authentic | hiſtory which I have 


written, and of which you alone are 
in Pen. | 

; | — 5 may remember that, according 
to my account, lady CaroLine made 


a voluntary diſcovery of her name and 
family, in her third or fourth interview 


with E- at the Blue Boar. Now, 
1 find that this diſcovery was ſeemingly 
accidental: thus it happened. On 


entering the room one evening, | he 


ſaw a letter upon the table, folded as 
if i it had come in a frank. She told 
him, it was a letter from her woman, 
which had given her a good deal of 
uncaſinefs. He. aſked if he wn be 
al- 


CY aA. v 
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allowed to read it. Her ladyſhip con- 


1 ſented, and he read as follows, — 


5 My dear Lady, 
25 1 Hope this will find your * 
ſhip well. We are all in the 
« moſt ſadeſt confuſion in the world 
e about your going away. My lord 
« ſtorms about the houſe like a mad 


* man, and ſometimes, poor gentle- 


e“ man, he cries like a child. Yeſter- 
day the biſhop of Hereford came to 


te the hall in order to compoſe the 
family. He faid, he did not think 
that lady CaroLineg BOOTHRY would 


have been "ow of . from her 
= * friends.” — 


"In reading the letter, E. -x re- 


peated the words Lapy CAROLINE 


Boornxv, 


4 „ KK » 
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HKooriter; aloud; upon which, with 


all the ſeeming confuſion imaginable, 
ſhe ſnatched the letter out of his hand, 
declared that ſhe was ruined and un- 
done; that ſhe did not recollect her 


name was mentioned; and was almoſt 
ready to go down upon her knees to 


conjure him not to diſcover her to any 
creature upon earth. This artful con- 
trivance laid the foundation of that 


\ credulity which hoodwinked our poor 


friend till the hour of redemption was 
Ady from a motive of curioſity, 
but chiefly with a deſign to extricate 


their friend, Mr. E - N'sS intimates 


now began to make all poſſible en- 
quiry concerning the former hiſtory of 
this woman. Among other things, 
e „ they 


261 
they diſcovered that, ſome years ago, 
The was kept by a gentleman in town, 


and: that ſhe afterwards aſſociated with 


one Morgan, the poſt-maſter of net 
ford, who, I am told, in conſequer 
of his attachment to this e 
abandoned his family, lived in Lon- 
don, robbed his lodgings, and was 
nnn for 1 ff 


den i it . that her lady- 
| ſhip being greatly reduced, was drove 
| td: the neceſſity of tramping the ſtreeta, 
or plying in the Temple, for ſub- 
fiſtence. At this time" ſhe went by the 
name of Per kv Barns, and lodged 
with. a cobler in a cellar. In departing 
from theſe lodgings, ſhe was fo im- 
polite as not to take leave of her hoſt, 
and in the hurry of packing up her 
5 - I trunks, 


4 
* 


11 
trunks, unluckily miſtook a pair of 
ſtays, belonging to the cobler's wife, 
for her own. After this unfortunate 
miſtake, ſhe totally vaniſhed ; ſo that 


' notwithſtanding the: cobler's vigilance, 


he could never obtain the leaft: inteE- 
8 8 of her. e 


bn { : 


7 


One 4 7 as he ſat arinking h his daily 


pot in an ale-houſe, a perſon came 1n 
-and began to make enquiry concerning 
aur heroine, who, it was reported, had 
ſojourned for ſome time in that neigh- | 


9 


bourbood. Hearing a deſcription *of . 
Ber perſon, © Zounds!” cries the cob- 


Aer, knocking his hand upon the table 
und ſtarting from his ſeat, I'll be 
damn di if that be'nt the brim _ 
8 _ my wife's ue” 


— 
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The enquirer having recovered from 
his ſurprize, occaſioned by the cobler's 
loud exclamation and violent thump 
upon the table, began a converſa-” 


tion with him, in the courſe of which 
he was preſently convinced, that the 


cobler's former lodger was the identical 
lady CAROLIx RE. Having finiſhed their 
beer, he deſired the cobler to accom- 
pany him to the houſe of one of Mr. 
5 ect friends. 225 He very readily 
complied, as being a good - natured cob- 


ler, and poſſibly in expectation of get- 


ting ſome ſatisfaction for che loſs of his 
wWife's _ 


. 


Once more, my good friends, I wiſh 


you all a Op night; 0 am, Sc. 


1 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Y ſome; accident, her ladyſhip got 
intelligence of this interview be- 
tween Mr. E. -x's friends, and her 
old landlord the cobler, whoſe teſti- 
mony it behoved her, for many reaſons, 
at all events, to invalidate. For this 
purpoſe, ſhe wrote a letter to Mr. S----, 
who, you may remember, was the gen- 
tleman that attended her from Sir John 
Fielding's in queſt of a character. This 
letter was written in the French lan- 
guage, aud its contents were little more 
than an appointment ta meet her in 
Somerſet Garden. He was punctual 
to the hour, and found her ladyſhip 
already at the place of rendezvous. 


| « [ 


nl 
„J am ſorry, Sir,” ſaid her lady- 


ſhip, © that I ſhould give you ſo much 
trouble; but when a woman's cha- 
©. racter is at ſtake, ſhe ought to leave 


«< nothing unattempted which may 
<« ſerve to clear her in the eyes of the 
„ world. The reputation of a virtu- 
% ous woman ought to be dearer to 


0 her than ie. 1 may be unfortu- 
nate; but 1 am by no means the 
_<-wretch you have been made to 
„ think me. People are extremely 


* malicious, and always ready to de- 
c preſs the unhappy 3 but there will 


& come a time when my enemies will 


* hide their heads, and be aſhamed of 
« their unjuſt proceedings. Among 
„other things, I am told, there is a 


dirty raſeal of a cobler who has the | 
ns inſolence to ſay, that I once lodged 


"OY | «xp 
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& in his cellar. 1 am very ſorry Mr. 
EN ſhould give ear to ſuch 
idle tales. He certainly muſt have 
“forgot that I am his wife, or he 
e never would take ſo much pains to 
“ make me appear contemptible in the 
« eyes of all good people. I am ſure 
& I have not deſerved this uſage.“ 


: She | pauſed awhile, whiped her eyes, | 


ſighed, and thus proceeded—**: How- 


<< ever, Sir, all I have to ſay to you at 
< preſent is, to requeſt that you, and 


4 ſome of your friends, will meet me 
to- morrow evening at the Talbot in 


the Strand. I ſhall then have it in 


my power to convince you who 1 
g Fe am. ; | 


53 4 
" 
: 


- 


Mr. . aſſured N that no in- 


juſtice had ever been intended her; 


that 


k > IR 
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that his ears were ſtill open to con- 


viction, and that he would meet her 


at Ban time and aer appointed. 


1 to 2 promiſe, Mr. 8— 
accompanied by two of his friends, 3 
the honeſt cobler, was at the place of 
rendezvous at the time appointed. 
Her ladyſhip was at the inn before 
them, and certainly intended to make 
her appearance immediately, but hap- 


8 pening to get A fight of her old land- 
lord the cobler, as they paſſed the bar, 
| ſhe changed her reſolution, and dif- 


appeared. However, the gentlemen; 
having called for a bottle of wine, fat 


down, in hopes that, when her: lady- 


ſhip had recovered a little from her 
ſurprize, ſne poſſibly might vouchſafe 
to Wadur them with her company. 


N * About 


—— 
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About ten o'clock: ſhe entered the 
room, with all the ſeeming compoſure 


imaginable. She begged a thouſand 


pardons for not being more punctual 
to her appointment; but declared, that 


| Hee had been detained | by unavoidable 


buſineſs. 


j taken 5 "wil Mr, 8 . 
took the liberty to aſk her ladyſhip, 
whether ſhe had ever ſeen that gentle - 
man? n to the cobler. 7 


« ; Gentleniani PP: 7 her ladyſhip. 


«©. Pray, Sir, did you meet me here ta 
s affront me?—dirty fellow!“ looking 


at the N the utmoſt 


* CY - 


. — 


« © None of your 4 airs, 1 Minx,” | 


cries old Criſpin, , . Have you forgot 


„ the 


__ EG} 5 
che time when you had hardly a 
<< ſmock to your tail? When you came 
< whimpering to my cellar and ſaid, 
that if I would not take you in you 
* would be obliged to lye in the ſtreet ? 
„Did I not behave to you like a fa- 
< ther, huſſy? Did I ever ſend for a 
* full pot without aſking you to drink 
with me? Believe, me, gentlemen, I 
| & behaved ſo well to her, that my wife 
« orew jealous: but that's nothing to 
e the purpoſe. Where are the ſtays 
« you ſtole, Mrs. Devil? I ſay, where 
" "06 my wife's ſtays ? ” 


* Thou art an inſolent fellow,” ſaid 
her ladyſhip. < I declare, gentlemen, 
upon my honour, that I never ſaw 
« the man before in my life; and 
e what he means by his wife's ſtays, 
have no * upon my conſcience.” 
9 Damn 


Damn your conſcience !” cries 
Criſpin. If you had any conſcience - 
at all, you would never have robbed 
* à poor man. I'll tell thee, young 
“ harlot, by my ſoal, if thou art not 
4 handſomely ſtraps, thou wilt war 
s daily more wicked, and wilt make 
* a pitiful end at the al, thar 8 all. 


eee her — 8} $ — 
teſtations, they took the liberty to con-, 
duct her, once more, to Sir John F id. 
ing, Who, upon the cobler's accuſation, 
committed her to the gate-houſe Weſt-, 
minſter ; in which priſon ſhe continued 
| about a month; and was then removed 
to Newgate, in order to take her tryal 
at the ſeſſions which began at the Ole 
1 on 2 laſt. 1 _ 3 
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ERE beginneth the laſt chapter 

of this notable and delectable 
hiſtory, written for a warning to all 
you young ſtriplings of the famous: 
and flouriſhing town of Newcaſtle ;” 
and ſhewing as how a certain unfor- 
tunate youth was, peradventure, wed- 
ded to a fine lady: and, behold ſhe 
proved to be a harlor. 1 


"On Thurſday the 10th of December i in 
the morning, her ladyſhip was brought 
to the bar, in order to take her tryal; 
but ſhe no ſooner appeared, than ſhe 
deſired the court would pleaſe to put 

off her 7g till three in the afternoon, 
SE " 


| L 72 J 
-alledging, that her witneſſes had been 
attending two whole days; but that 
not expecting her tryal to come on ſo 
early that day, they were diſperſed, and 
it would not be in her power to collect 


ſzhem before afternoon; on which con- 


- Gideration, ſhe humbly hoped the court 
would pleaſe to indulge her a few 
hours longer. This ſhe ſpoke with a 
very audible voice, and without the leaſt 
ſign of timidity or confuſion. Her re- 
queſt was no ſooner heard than granted, 
and ſo her ladyſhip diſappeared for the 
preſent, to the great diſappointment of 
; ſeveral of our juvenile acquaintance, 
whom curioſity had afſembled W che 


occaſion. 1 1 | : 
Whether her + Iadyſhip had any rata 4 


| Purpoſe to anſwer by petitioning for 
this 
\ 


this delay, J cannot determine. Pro- 
. bably it was with no other defign than 
to poſtpone the evil hour. However, 
it was late in the evening before ſhe 
was ordered to the bar a ſecond time. 
She appeared with her uſual compoſure | 
of countenance. I cannot ſay, indeed, 
that there was much of quality in her 
aſpect, or that her linen and other ap- 
parel, were ſo perfectly deeent as one 
might have expected at a time when 
her ladyſhip was to make fo e 
an . 4 


As to the 8 of the oped 


they are by no means worth relating. 
It will be ſufficient to tell you, in 


general, that ſhe was accuſed by a for 
of very abby looking people, of ha- 
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ing ſtolen a blanket from one, a 3 


from another, and a candleſtick from ? 


a third, &c. In ſhort, it appeared to. 
the court, to be a malicious proſecu- 
tion, and therefore Mrs. Ann FRA N- 
ets CAROLINE ERRINGTON was ac- 


quitted. 


- I was juſt going to ſeal this letter,, 


when I received yours. As to your 


requeſt, you have my leave; though 
Jam afraid. ſome of my letters were 
written in ſuch a hurry, that the prin- 
ter will hardly be able to make ſenſe 
of them. But I think it would be 
proper to obtain the conſent of our 
friend E-, before you commit 
them to the preſs. For my own part, 
Ldon't apprehend he will have any ob- 
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jection, as the event is already as 


publickly known as it poſſibly can be: 


on the contrary, I am perſuaded he 
bas too good a heart not to have 
ſome ſatisfaction in reflecting, that 
the publication of his folly may poſſi- 
bly prevent others from being caught 
in the ſame ſnare. He intends to 
embark for Barbadoes the latter end 
of this month. | 


And now, my good friends, fare- 
wel.— If my epiſtolary hiſtory hath 
_ afforded you any entertain ment, I am 
ſufficiently -rewarded for my trouble. 
Let not our friend's adventure diſ- 
courage you from travelling ſouth- 
ward in ſearch of wealth, Ladies 
of ys — are not ſo eaſily 


8 ; 


caught ; nevertheleſs, in this g . 
city, application 

fail to make a fortune: (whi | 
| we may all do, is the ſincere wiſh 
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' ſervant, Sc. 
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